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Four-party talks planned in Syria 

DAMASCUS (R) — A high-level South Yemeni delegation, 
including Foreign Minister Abdul Aziz A1 Dali, arrived in Dam- 
ascus Tuesday for talks with Syrian officials that were expected to 
be joined by teams from Algeria and Libya. The Libyan news 
agency JANA said Monday the four countries, which with the' 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) form the “Arab Ste- 
adfastness Front,” woidd hold talks cm a so-called “strategic Arab 
unira.” Arab diplomatic sources said Algerian and Libyan del- 
egations were expected to arrive within the next 24 ho urs; Aids 
■ Hassan Y ehya, a member of Sooth Yemen's ruling Socialist Party 
poiitburo, told reporters on arrival' Tuesday: “We will work on 
promoting a joint struggle... to confront all accords and plots 
hostile to the Arab Nation.” 



U.N. appeals to kidnappers 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar appealed “on humanitarian grounds” Tuesday 
for the release of British and American nationals, including Ass- 
ociated Press correspondent Terry Anderson, who have been 
kidnapped in Beirut. U.N. spokesman Francois Giuliani, in a 
statement issued on behalf of the U.N. chief, said: “In the case of 
Mr. Anderson, the secretary-general reiterates his belief that 
journalists who are not party to the conflict on which they report 
should not be held responsible for the events which it is their duty 
to observe. As he has stated in the past, the secretary-general feels 
.strongly that the safety of journalists, who accomplish tbeir mis- 
sions under often difficult and trying circumstances, must be 
ensured by all concerned.” 
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Austrian security 

chief arrives 

AMMAN (AT.) — Director of 
Public Security Department of 
Austria Robert Danzinger arrived 
in Amman Tuesday on an official 
visit expected to last six days. Dur- 
ing the visit be will bold talks with 
Interior Minister Suleiman Arar 
and Public Security Department 
Director Lieutenant-General 
, Diab Yusuf on cooperation bet- 
i ween Austria and Jordan in sec- 
.urity affairs. The Public Security 
I Department has prepared a pro- 
gramme for the Austrian official 
to tour security posts and acquaint 
himself with tbeir activities. The 
Austrian official, who is acc- 
ompanied by his wife, will also 
tour Jordanian archaeological 
sites. 


Bomb dismantled 
in Tel Aviv 


TEL AVIV (R) — Police dis- 
mantled a small bomb in the cen- 
tre of Tel Aviv Tuesday and dis- 
covered a second fake charge nea- 
rby, a police spokesman said. 
Authorities detained 130 Arabs 
6>r questioning about the devices, 
he said. 


Tel Aviv embassies 
put on alert 


TEL AVIV (R) — The United 
States embassy and other foreign 
missions in Israel have been put on 
alert after a number plate was sto- 
len from an American diplomat's 
car. Western diplomats said Tue- 
sday. They told Reuters that Isr- 
aeli security apparently feared the 
plate could be used in a guerrilla' 
attack or to smuggle a car bomb 
into an embassy compound. A pol- 
ice spokesman said the plate, 
number 15-39122, was stolen on 
March 10 in Tel Aviv. Plates sta- 
rting with the figures 15 are all- 
ocated exclusively to vehicles used 
i^by U.S. embasty staff in Tel Aviv 
‘ -.-and their families. 

Fire destroys U.S. 
plane in Cairo 

CAIRO (AP) — A four-engine 
U.S. air force jet designed for inf- 
light refuelling caught fire and 
burned Tuesday while taking on 
fuel at Cairo international airport, 
the U.S. embassy said. Embassy 
spokesman Edward Bernier said 
there were no injuries to the 
plane's American crew, who were 
not aboard the KC135 when the 
fire broke out. An airport source 
--.said two Egyptian firemen suf- 
■'fered superficial wounds. Mr. 
Bernier said an investigation was 
under way into the cause of the 
fire. 


Tamil rebels say 
helicopter downed 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Indian- 
based Tamil separatist rebels cla- 
■imed they shot down a Sri Lankan 
air force helicopter with machine 
guns at sea off the island republic* s 
northern coast, the United News 
of India reported Tuesday. The 
firing took place Monday as mem- 
v, bers of the Liberation Tiger of 
^ Tamil Eelam, a guerrilla org- 
anisation based in the southern 
Indian state of Tamil Nadu, were 
on a maritime training exercise at 
the Nagercofl coast off Point 
Pedro, Sri Lanka's northern tip, 
the news agency said. 
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Iraqis launch air 
raids after ousting 
Iranians from south 

11 reportedly killed in Baghdad blast 


BAHRAIN (R) — Iraq Tuesday appeared to 
have defeated a major Iranian offensive on 
the southern Gulf war front and reported Its 
war planes scored 4 ‘crushing hits” in bom- 
bing raids on several Iranian cities following 
a big explosion in Baghdad. 


BAHRAIN (R) — Iraq Tuesday 
appeared to have defeated a 
major Iranian offensive on the 
southern Golf war front and rep- 
orted its war planes scored “cru- 
shing hits” in bombing raids on 
several Iranian cities following a 
big explosion in Baghdad. 

Iran said it had hit Baghdad 
with a fourth missile in six days 
while in Tehran, Iranians and for- 
eigners scrambled for plane seats 
out of the country hours before. a 
1700 GMT Iraqi deadline dec- 
laring Iranian air space a war zone. 

A big pre-dawn explosion hit 
central Baghdad Tuesday and res- 
idents said the blast was near the 
scene of an earlier explosion last 
Thursday that ripped through a 
major bank building in the city 
centre. 

In Tehran, Iran said it had fired 
a long-range missile at the city 
Tuesday- but there-wa^so -dear, 
indication whether the explosion 
was linked to the claimed missile 
attack. 

Diplomatic sources quoted by 
Reuter said at least 11 people 
were killed in the explosion. 

Iraqi officials have dismissed 
Iranian claims it hit Baghdad with 


missiles, saying the first two blasts 
were caused by explosives planted 
by Iranian agents. 

Iraqi jet fighters raided “sel- 
ected targets?’ in five Iranian cities 
Tuesday to “force the rulers of 
Iran to accept peace and end the 
war,” a military spokesman said 
on Iraqi Television. 

The spokesman identified the 
target cities as Bushehr, Ram- 
adan, Erdebfl, Krand and Kor- 
ramabad. 

The spokesman said the air att- 
acks were carried out at 1000 
hours (0700 GMT). 

“All Iraqi jet fighters returned 
-safely after accurately pounding 
their targets.” the spokesman 
added. 

Baghdad lies some 130 kil- 
ometres from the Iranian border. 
Iran is not known to have missiles 
with the range to hit it mid Iraq has 
-said -previous blasts were! he work 
of saboteurs. But diplomats spe- 
culate Tehran may have bought 
missiles from Libya or North 
Korea. 

Tehran Radio said Iraqi war- 
planes Tuesday raided the cities of 
Ham ad an, Khorammabad and 
Bushehr, wounding eight people. 


Iraq announced on Sunday it 
would regard Iranian air space as a 
prohibited war zone from 1700 
GMT Tuesday and advised for- 
eign airliners not to enter the area 
to avoid being atzacked by Iraqi, 
warplanes by mistake. 

As the deadline for Iraqi air int- 
erdiction over Iran approached, a 
Lufthansa Boeing 747 left Tehran 
airport with 350 foreign nationals 
and six infants aboard (See page 
2 ). 

Meanwhile, Reuter cor- 
respondent Subhy Haddad rep- 
orted from A1 Uzayr on .the war- 
front that hundreds of Iranian 
corpses littered the Huwafreh 
marshlands of southern Iraq after 
seven days of some of the bitterest 
fighting of the war (See page 2). 

Baghdad-based cor- 
respondents. on their first trip to 
the area since the Iran launched its 
offensive on March 1 1 , were dri- 
ven Monday 40 kilometres north 
and south through swamps cleared 
of Iranian troops and some 20 kil- 
ometres eastward almost to the 
Iranian border. 

Iran indicated Monday h had 
halted its drive across the oil-rich 
marshes to the main highway lin- 
king Baghdad and Iraq's second 
city of Basra in the south. Tehran 
claimed 500 square kilometres of 
an important ofl region had been 
taken, but did not say where. 

Diplomats said Iran appeared 
to have received a setback in its 
drive for the main road linking 
Baghdad and Basra, but did not 
rule out the possibility of fresh 
Iranian attacks in the area. 


Mousavi 
threatens 
to rocket 
Baghdad 
airport 

LONDON (R) — Iran’s Prime 
Minister Mir-Hossein Mousavi 
warned on Tehran Radio Tuesday 
night that Baghdad airport could 
come under missile attacks as a 
result of an Iraqi threat to turn 
Iranian air space into a war zone. 

A declaration by the Baghdad 
government that it regarded Ira- 
nian air space as part of the Gulf 
war zone came into effect at 1 700 
GMT Tuesday, together with a 
warning to foreign airlines to stay 
dear (See page 2). 

In an interview on Tehran 
Radio, monitored by the British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC). 
Mr. Mousavi said that a country 
with “58 foreign flights each 
week, which has a dependent eco- 
nomy... should count on the fact 
that Baghdad airport may come 
under repeated blows by our pow- 
erful missiles.” 

Mr. Mousavi was being int- 
erviewed on what the radio said 
was “the recent threat of Iraq reg- 
arding the security of the flights of 
civilian airliners-” 

Almost aO international airlines 
have also cancelled flights to Teh- 


ran. 


Sheikh Sabah visits Iraq 
on GCC peace mission 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Kuw- 
aiti Foreign Minister Sbeflch 
Sabah A1 Ahmad AI Sabah was 
flying to Baghdad Tuesday as a 
representative of the six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
to discuss ways of ending the 
Iran-lraq war, as Gulf Arab states 
reaffirmed their support for Iraq 
in the 53-month -old conflict. 

The Gulf News Agency quoted 
Sheikh Sabah as saying he was 
ready to go to Tehran if Iran sho- 
wed readiness to end the war. 

He was speaking at the end of a 
two-day meeting of GCC foreign 
ministers, from Saudi Arabia, 
Oman, Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait 
and the United Arab Emirates, 
dominated by the upsurge in the 
conflict in the past two weeks. 

“The council reaffirms in the 
conflict in the past two weeks. 

“The council reaffirms its sup- 
port for Iraq and its determination 
to maintain its sovereignty.” a sta- 
tement issued after the meeting 
said. 

“ It also calls on Iran to respond 
to international efforts to end the 
conflict and respect its border with 
Iraq,” the statement, carried by 
the Saudi Press Agency, said. 

The council also expressed reg- 
ret at attacks on civilian centres 
over the past two weeks and voi- 
ced concern over what it called the 
dangerous implications of the rec- 
ent fighting and its impact on the 
region’s security. " 

The ministers Monday con- 


tacted Iraq and Algeria in what 
appeared to be the sun of fresh 
diplomatic bids to end the fig- 
hting. 

Algeria, Kuwait and the UAE 
have been involved in efforts to 
end the war. But like initiatives by 
United Nations, the Organisation 
of Islamic Conference (OIC) and 
the Non-Aligned Movement, all 
have so far failed. 

Iraq had repeatedly expressed 
willingness to discuss peace but 
Tehran says it will go on fighting 
until the Iraqi government is ove- 
rthrown. 

Diplomatic sources at the GCC 
headquarters in Riyadh told the 
•Associated Press that hope had 
heightened that Iran might coo- 
perate with peace missions bec- 
ause of a message by the Iranian 
leadership to UAE President 
Sheikh Zayed Ibn Sultan Al Nah- 
ayan to get Iraq to stop the attacks 
on civilian targets. 

Meanwhile, the joint statement 
also said the ministers discussed 
“the dangers threatening the 
peace and security of the region as 
a result of the escalation in the 
war, and the consequent threat to 
world peace and security.” It did 
not elaborate. 

In Tokyo, Japanese Prime Min- 
ister Yasuhiro Nakasone asked 
the Iranian government Tuesday 
to make “maximum efforts” to 
assure the safe evacuation of Jap- 
anese residents in Iran. 


Martens expected to survive missiles vote 


BRUSSELS (AP) — The gov- 
ernment was expected to survive a 
parliamentary vote Tuesday on its 
decision to deploy cruise missiles 
after a last-minute decision by a 
key missile opponent not to join 
the opposition. 

Parliamentary debate began at 
2 pjn. (1300 GMT). A vote was 
not expected until late Tuesday, 
possibly early Wednesday, in the 
212-seat legislature. 

To shore up its seven-seat par- 
liamentary majority, the gov- 
ernment recalled two ministers 
from abroad, one from Japan, the 
■other from the United States. 

But an nth-hour decision by a 
-key opponent to the arms in Prime 
Minister Wilfried Martens* 
Dutch-speaking Christian Dem- 


ocratic Party (CVP) to vote with 
the government removed the thr- 
eat of collapse of the four- 
year-old coalition. 

' The first 1 6 of 48 cruise missiles 
to be deployed here arrived last 
Friday. 

CVP sources confirmed floor 
leader, Luc van den Brande, 
would not go against the gov- 
ernment. 

“The government is not in dan- 
ger. Van den Brande has aligned 
his point of view with that of the 
(CVP) party,” said one party sou- 
rce, who asked not to be named. 

‘ Mr. Martens heads a four-party 
coalition of Christian Democrats 
and liberals (conservatives). 

His three coalition partners said 
.they would back the deployment 


of the missiles with the possible 
support of some small con- 
servative parties outside the coa- 
lition. representing some three 
seats. 

The parliamentary debate came 
two days after a massive anti- 
missile rally here in which more 
than 100,000 demonstrators cal- 
led for the defeat of the ruling 
four-year-old coalition. 

Deployment of the cruise mis- 
siles here is in accordance with 
NATO’S 1979 decision to base 
572 cruise and Pershing 2 m iss i les 
in Britain, West Germany, Italy. 
Belgium and the Netherlands to 
counter the SS-20 deployments. 

Only the-Ncthcriands has yet to 
make a final deployment decision, 
which is expected on Nov. 1. 



Iraqi President Saddam Hussein (centre) welcomes 
His Majesty King Hussein and Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, who arrived in Baghdad Monday 


together for a brief visit and held intense 
talks with President Hussein on the situation of the 
Iran-lraq war front (AP wire photo) 


U.S. 4 looking into possibility’ 
of talks with joint delegation 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President Ronald Reagan's adm- 
inistration. signalling its wil- 
lingness to step up {he search for a 
Middle East peace, said Monday it 
is “looking into the possibility'’ of 
talking to a joint Palestinian- 
Jordanian delegation if it would 
lead to direct peace talks with Isr- 
ael. 

“We are exploring how such 
delegation can be put together, 
what the substantive basis of Mich 
a delegation should be.” Edward 
Djerejian. deputy State Dep- 
artment spokesman, told rep- 
orters. 

Djerejian said the delegation 
could not include members of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), as suggested by Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak. Other 
officials, who insisted on not being 
identified, said however, that it 
might include Palestinians app- 
roved by PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat. 

“We are looking into the pos- 
sibility of a joint Palestinian- 
Jordanian delegation to be inv- 
olved in the peace process, in mov- 
ing the peace process forward, 
which in our view at the end of the 
day means direct negotiations, 
direct talks, between the Arabs 
and the Israelis.” Djerejian said. 

While the Reagan adm- 
inistration appears to be holding 
firm to its refusal to meet with a 
delegation that includes PLO 
members, it is being pushed by the 
pace of events into a more active 


role than officials were forecasting 
before Mr. Mubarak’s visit last 
week. 

Mr. Mubarak accused the adm- 
inistration of adopting a “defeatist 
approach” towards the Middle 
East. 

Apparently reacting to Mr. 
Mubarak. Secretary of State Geo- 
rge P. Shultz has announced that 
Richard W. Murphy, the assistant 
secretary of state for Middle East 
airairs. will visit Jordan. Israel. 
Egypt, Saudi Arabia and other 
countries to explore peace pos- 
sibilities. 

Djerejian went further than off- 
icials had previously in indicating 
a U.S. willingness to meet with a 
joint Jordanian- Palestinian del- 
egation. even pointing to a pos- 
sible American role in assembling 
such a group. 

Djerejian noted that “the sec- 
retary said the president is dis- 
patching Ambassador Murphy to 
the area and we will explore var- 
ious possibilities in the peace pro- 
cess” 

Among the issues Mr. Murphy 
will explore, the deputy spo- 
kesman said, is whether it is pos- 
sible to construct a Palestinian 
delegation which would par- 
ticipate along with Jordan in direct 
negotiations with Israel. 

“He (Shultz) also said there is 
no PLO delegation, and our pos- 
ition on that remains unchanged,” 
Djerejian said. "The PLO must 
first accept United Nations Sec- 
urity Council Resolutions 242 and 


338 and Israel's right to exist.” 

Regarding various proposals 
and ideas about meetings between 
the United States and different 
types of delegations. Djerejian 
said, “we are looking at all these 
proposals from the perspective of 
how any such meeting might adv- 
ance us toward the goal of direct 
negotiations." 

“We are convinced that a just 
and lasting peace can only be achr 
ieved -.iuxjugn direct negotiations 
between the parties themselves." 
the deputy spokesman said. “As 
the secretary noted on Friday and 
over the weekend, we have seen 
some movement by the parties. 
We have found this movement to 
be encouraging and we think it is 
important to maintain this mom- 
entum and to build upon it. And it 
is within this context that Ass- 
istant Secretary Murphy’s trip 
should be placed. He is going to 
assess the recent developments in 
the area and to look at ways the 
process can be moved forward.” 

Djerejian told one reporter that 
while Murphy will be looking into 
“the possibilities of the con- 
struction of a JoTdanian- 
Palestinian delegation, the ass- 
umption is that it would have to be 
non-PLO.” 

The deputy spokesman said the 
U.S. position on what it considers 
to- be the best approach to the 
peace process in the Middle East is 
clear and is embodied in President 

(Continued on page 5) 


Army, Amal battle Falangists 
near Sidon: residents threatened 


SIDON, Lebanon (Agencies) — 
More than 20,000 residents fled 
Sidon suburbs Tuesday as Leb- 
anese troops and militiamen fou- 
ght gunmen of the right-wing Fal- 
angist Parry in the east of the city. 

An army communique said two 
soldiers had been killed and nine 
wounded and an armoured vehicle 
knocked out since clashes began 
Monday. Police said four civilians 
died and 38 were wounded. 

The battles raged as the "nat- 
ional unity” cabinet in Beirut can- 
celled a planned meeting to dis- 
cuss a week-long revolt by the 
mostly Christian right-wing Fal- 
angist “Lebanese Forces” militia 
in the capital and predominantly 
Christian heartlands further 
north. 

Government sources said Pre-. 
sident Amin Gemayel. himself a 
Maronfte Christian, was due to fly 
shortly to Damascus to discuss the 
revolt with Syrian President Hafez 
Al Assad, who has massed troops 
in North Lebanon in a move app- 
arently aimed at forcing the rebels 
to abandon the revolt. 

Shooting and shelling raged on 
the eastern edges of Sidon. after 
security sources said the “Leb- 
anese Forces” brought rei- 
nforcements into the pre- 
dominantly Muslim suburban dis- 
tricts and gave inhabitants as ult- 
imatum to leave. 

The clash was the first in the 
.area since “Lebanese Forces" gar- 
risons near Sidon pledged all- 
egiance to the week-old bre- 
‘akaway rebellion in President 
Gemayel 1 s Falange Party militia. 


Prime Minister Rashid Karami 
has warned that the mutiny led by 
Samir Geagea could force the res- 
ident to step down and rekindle 
the Lebanese civil war. 

Reporters saw several families 
fleeing the mainly Christian towns 
of Abra, Haliye and Qayaa shortly 
before midday. Many olhers came 
to Sidon on foot and others were 
seen going into the fields around 
the three suburbs. 

The state radio said the rebel 
militiamen had given between 
25.000 to 30.000 Muslims living 
in the three towns a one-hour ult- 
imatum at 1 0 a.m. (0800 GMT) to 
pack and leave. 

Sidon's parliament member 
Nazih Bizri charged in a statement 
that the militiamen broke into and 
looted houses in the three areas 
overnight. The state radio said 
many of the raiders were masked 
or hooded. _ 

Eyewitnesses quoted by Reuter 
said inhabitants were beaten as 
houses were taken over by the 
gunmen, and about 90 per cent of 
the 30,000 inhabitants of the eas- 
tern districts fled into the city cen- 
tre to take refuge in schools, pub- 
lic buildings and unfinished str- 
uctures. 

Correspondents heard fierce 
battles with mortars, rocket- 
propelled grenades and heavy 
machineguns interspersed with 
tense periods of sniper fire. 

The army communique said 
several of its positions on the eas- 
tern edge of town had come under- 
fire since Monday from Abra and 


Hlaliyeh “compelling the army to 
return fire using the appropriate 
weapons.” 

Reuter photographer Jack 
Dabbaghian said only militiamen, 
including men of the Shf ite Amal 
militia, appeared to be returning 
fire at the rebels, who were sho- 
oting at army posts from suburban 
rooftops. 

Most of the city was shut down 
amid the sounds of battle, and str- 
eets in the northeastern Shf ite 
suburb of Haret Sidon teemed 
with scores of heavily-armed 
Amal militiamen. 

The fighting shattered peace in 
the Sidon area that had been car- 
efully nurtured by confessional 
leaders since Israeli troops pulled 
out a month ago. The Israelis for- 
ecast that their departure would 
be followed by sectarian blo- 
odshed. 

Lebanese leaders, including Mr. 
Karami and Amal leader Nabih 
Bern, have accused Israel of inc- 
iting the rebellion in the Falange 
Party, some of the leaders of 
which maintain close ties with the 
Jewish state. 

In Beirut, a source in the "Leb- 
anese Forces" told Reuters the 
Sidon clashes were a local matter 
and had nothing to do with the 
militia’s uprising in east Beirut 
against Mr. GemayeTs pro-Syrian 
stance. 

But he admitted Falangist fig- 
hters in the area took orders from 
militia headquarters in east Bei- 
rut. . . . 

(Continued on page 5) 


Hussein, 
Mubarak 
end visit 
to Iraq 

AMMAN (Agencies) — His Maj- 
esty King Hussein returned to 
Amman and Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak flew to Cairo 
early Tuesday after four hours of 
intense talks with Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein, on the situation 
in the Iran-lraq war front and rel- 
ations between the three cou- 
ntries. 

King Hussein and President 
Mubarak flew to Baghdad from 
Amman Monday after about three 
hours of talks on the Egyptian lea- 
■tier’s visit to the U.S. and Europe 
last week- 

It was the first visit by an Egy- 
ptian president tojraq since Bag- 
hdad. along with 16 other Arab 
countries, broke off ties with 
Cairo following the 1979 Egypt - 
Israel separate peace treaty. Jor- 
dan resumed diplomatic relations 
with Egypt last year. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
said President Hussein briefed the 
King and President Mubarak on 
developments on the warfront and 
“the victories accomplished by the 
Iraqi army.” 

Iraq said Monday it had def- 
eated an Iranian offensive in the 
marshlands in southeast Iraq after 
the “greatest battle in the history” 
of the 53-month old Gulf war. 

Mr. Mubarak and King Hussein 
expressed their countries' sol- 
idarity with Iraq, INA said. 

The three leaders stressed the 
necessity of joint Arab action to 
confront challenges facing the 
Arab Nation, INA said without 
elaboration. 

Shortly ■after the meeting King 
Hussein and Mr. Mubarak dep- 
arted Baghdad. . 

Mr. Mubarak iold reporters at 
Cairo airport that " Iraq does noi 
need more military assistance 
because it is in a better military 
position.” according to the 
Egypt’s Middle East News Age- 
ncy (MENA). 

“They (tfie Iraqis) are in a much 
better position," Mr. Mubarak 
said. 

He appealed to Iranian leaders 
to seek peace with Iraq because 
“ F m sorry to say that is much blo- 
odshed on the Iranian side." 

Mr. Mubarak told reporters 
that he went to Iraq despite the 
absence of formal diplomatic rel- 
ations between Egypt and the 
embattled country "within the 
framework of friendship between 
Egyptian and Iraqi people and 
because Iraq needed affirmation 
of our friendship." 

“There had been two out- 
standing invitations from Pre- 
sident Saddam Hussein and 1 
found it proper to go and visit him 
in his couniry." Mr. Mubarak 
added. 

In reply to a question on whe- 
ther Iraq will resume diplomatic 
relations with Egypt, he said he 
did not pay much attention to 
formalities. 

“Diplomatic relations m the 
Arab World don't make any 
sense, between you and me. I 
never ask for an ambassador," he 
said. 

Renewing his plea to Iran to 
stop the Gulf war, he said “we are 
not encouraging any war. We are 
asking for an end to this war. The 
people are suffering. The leaders 
of Iran- should find a way to sit at 
the table and negotiate." 

' - Mr. Mubarak said that in 
Amman he and King Hussein agr- 
eed on keeping the momentum of 
the Arab-Israel peace process. 

Egyptian sources quoted by 
Reuter said support for Iraq in its 
war with Iran and ways to end that 
conflict were among topics at a 
working lunch in the Iraqi capital. 

MENA said from Baghdad that, 
-saying goodbye to the Egyptian 
and Jordanian leaders late Mon- 
day night. President Hussein rei- 
terated that his army had smashed 
Iran's latest battlefield thrust in 
the marshes of southern Iraq. 

“The situation on the bat- 
tlefront is excellent. Ten divisions 
were sent in to our territory- You 
should ask in Iran how many came 
back," the Iraqi leadpr told a news 
| Conference. 

■ MENA from Baghdad quoted 
.King Hussein as saying “I thank 
(God I am a part of this meeting 

’with dear brothers I am very' 

proud of the steadfastness of 
Iraq." 


t 
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Iranian dead litter marshland 
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battlefield after Iraqi victory 


AL UZAYR, Southern Iraq (R) — Hundreds of 
Iranian dead litter the marshlands around this sou- 
thern Iraqi town after seven days of heavy fighting in 

which Iraqi troops crushed an Iranian advance to 
the River Tigris. 


Baghdad-based correspondents 
toured the battle field Monday for 
the first time since Iran launched 
its offensive on March 11 and 
were driven some 20 kilometres 
eastwards, almost to the Iranian 
border. 

The correspondents were taken 
40 kilometres north and south 
through marshes cleared of Ira- 
nian troops. 

Iraqi missile batteries and art- 
illery around Ai Uzayr. on the 
Baghdad to Basra Highway bet- 
ween AI Amarah and. AI Qumah. 
meanwhile shelled Iranian lines 
now said to be some 40 kilometres 
away. 

baqi commanders said eight 
divisions of Iranian regular army 
troops and Revolutionary Guards 


had been poured into the Hawizah 
Marshes, in an apparent drive to 
reach the Tigris and cut the main 
road to Basra. Iraq's second city 
with a ^population of one million. 

Advance units at one stage 
managed to teach and cross the 
Tigris, throwing pontoon bridges 
across the river and taking up pos- 
itions on its west bank. thr- 
eatening the highway. 

But the bridges were destroyed 
by Iraqi helicopter gunships and 
the Iranian troops encircled and 
destroyed. Maj.-Gen. Sultan 
Hashem, commander of East Tig- 
ris Forces, told the correspondents 
at his battlefield headquarters. 

The correspondents saw hun- 
dreds of Iranian dead in foxholes 
and trenches on both sides of the 


river, many with rocket-propelled 
grenade fRPG) launchers still at 
their sides. 

They had managed ro knock out 
dozens of Iraqi tanks and arm- 
oured personnel carriers, still 
strewn around the battle-ground, 
before succumbing to a counter- 
attack by crack Iraqi special forces 
and Presidential Guards rei- 
nforcements. 


Asked about Iraqi casualties, be 
said: “One Iraqi to every 100 Ira- 
nian losses would be far too high.” 


More than 50 Iraqi tanks were 
still rumbling over marshland 
roads, many firing east towards to 
Iranian lines. 


As the correspondents toured 
the marshes, strewn with uae- 
xploded RPGs,, hand grenades 
and machine-gun ammunition, 
the air was thick with the smell of 
decaying corpses. One of the doz- 
ens of fishing villages in the area 
was empty but for a few cattle left 
by residents fleeing the Iranian 
advance. 


An Iraqi High Command com- 
munique Monday described the 
fighting as the fiercest of the 4Vj 
year war. 

Defence Minister Adnan Khe- 
iruilah, who commanded the Iraqi 
troops at the from, said they had 
" fough t For several days and 
nights without a break, inch by 
inch, trench by .trench, from one 
position to another.” 

Gen. Hashem said the Iranians 
had lost tens of thousands of dead. 


Gen. Hashem said there had 
been no fresh fighting in the Maj- 
noon Islands, an oil-rich area to 
the south of Hawizah, much of 
which Iran occupied in its last big 
offensive a year ago. But be said - 
the Iranians had made no in 

the latest operation- _ 

“The Iranians were preparing 
for this offensive for over a year,” 
Gen. Hashem said. “Not a single 
Iranian soldier now exists in the 
marshlands they invaded last, 
week.” 


Mujahedeenrlran suffered ‘heavy defeat’ 


PARIS (AP) — Iran’s opposition 
Mujahedeen Movement claimed 
Tuesday that the regime of Aya- 
tollah Ruhollah Khomeini suf- 
fered “a heavy defeat” in its latest 
military offensive in southern 
Iraq, losing at least 25,000 killed 
or wounded. 

Citing Mujahedeen members 
with in the Iranian army, the 
Paris-based organisation said the 
offensive involved “almost all of 
the Khomeini forces at the sou- 
thern sector of the front — a total 


of five divisions and nine bri- 
gades." 

A brigade commander was kil- 
led and “a large number of top 
Pasdaran commanders" also died, 
the Mujahedeea said in a sta- 
tement. 

“After the Iranian retreat- bod- 
ies of thousands of the dead were 
left on the marshy terrain of Hoo- 
ral Oweizeh in Iraq,” the sta- 
tement said. “Every day. at least 
20 C-130 transport aircraft and 
dozens of cars and trains carry the 


wounded to other towns and cities 
across Iran. But as the number of 
the wounded is very high, many 
die because of lack of treatment." 


Massoud Rajavi, leader of the 
Mujahedeen and head of the Nat- 
ional Council of the Resistance, 
issued an appeal calling on the 
Iranian people to“boycott the war 
fronts and thus prevent the mas- 
sacre of tens of thousands of their 
fellow countrymen,” the sta- 
tement said. 


Tehran 
protests 
over KUNA 
commentary 


German plane evacuates foreigners from Iran 


FRANKFURT, West Germany 
(R) — The West German airline 
Lufthansa flew more than 350 
foreign nationals out of Tehran 
'Tuesday, hours before an Iraqi 
deadline declaring Iranian air- 
space a war zone was due to take 
effect. 

A Lufthansa spokesman said 
the special flight, using a Boeing 
747. took off from Tehran Airport 
at 1042 GMT with 351 adults and 
six infants on board and was 
'bound for Frankfurt. 

“We have basically evacuated 
all German and European nat- 
ionals who were waiting to depart - 
as well as a few Japanese,” the 
spokesman told Reuters. 

Iraq warned two days ago that 
Iranian airspace would beat me a 
prohibited war zone from 1700 
GMT Tuesday and that com- 
mercial airliners could come 
under attack. 

Lufthansa announced Monday 
■it was suspending scheduled 
flights to Tehran until at least 
March 30 in response to the Iraqi 
declaration. Other international 
airlines have taken the similar 
steps and have also cancelled 
flights to Baghdad. 

The spokesman said the plane 
was sent to Tehran shortly before 
dawn at the request of the West 
German Transport Ministry. It 


was due to land at Frankfurt air- 
port at 1545 GMT. • 

The spokesman confirmed that 
Lufthansa would continue flights 
to Baghdad, with the next leaving 
Frankfurt 10 minutes alter the 
flight from Tehran touched down. 

The Foreign Ministry in Boon 
said there were about 2.000 West 
German nationals in Iraq and a 
similar number in Iran, though 
several had left Iran in recent days 
after the latest upsurge of air raids 
in the Gulf war. 

“We are in contact with Ger- 
man nationals. They must decide 
for themselves whether or not to 
leave,” a Foreign Ministry spo- 
kesman said. 

In Stockholm, a Foreign Min- 
istry spokesman said 24 Swedish 
nationals had left Tehran Tuesday 
on three flights heading for Eur- 
ope — the one arranged by Luf- 
thansa, and others by Austrian 
Airlines and the Iranian national 
carrier. Iran Air. 

There were still some 70 Swe- 
des in Tehran and another 86 sca- 
ttered around the country. Deputy 
Foreign Minister Pierre Schori 
said Monday Sweden had plans to 
evacuate Swedes overland if nec- 
essary. 

The Swedish community in Iran 
consists mainly of technicians 
working for the Swedish arm- 


aments and chemical group Bof- 
ors and for Skanska, a large con- 
struction company. 

The Egyptian national carrier, 
Egyptair, Monday resumed flights 
to Baghdad after a one-day sus- 
pension because of the escalating 
Gulf war, Egypt's Middle East 
News Agency said. 

Pakistan International Airlines 
(PIA) Tuesday suspended flights 
to Tehran and Baghdad because 
of “escalating war conditions” in 
Iranian and Iraqi airspace, the off- 
icial APP news agency reported." 1 

It quoted a PIA spokesman as 
saying the decision was taken in 
the interests of the safety of pas- 
sengers and aircraft. 

“The PIA will continuously 
watch the situation and, in line 
with other carriers operating in 
that region, will take a decision to 
resume flights to Tehran and Bag- 
hdad as soon as conditions per- 
mit.” the spokesman said. 

Meanwhile Turkish Tra- 
nsportation Minister Veysel Ata- 
soy was quoted Tuesday as saying 
that extra flights to Tehran would 
be provided if necessary to bring 
home Turks residing in Iran. 

“ If need be we can provide add- 
itional flights in order to bring 
home all the Turks that wish to 
come.” the newspaper Milliyet 
quoted him as saying. 


KUWAIT (R) — Iran protested 
to the Kuwait News Ageacy 
(KUNA) Tuesday over a com- 
mentary which said Tehran was 
believed to be seeking a chance to 
attack Gulf Arab states. 

KUNA said Iran’s charge 'd’aff- 
aires in Kuwait, Mohammad 
Redha Baqeri, called the remarks 
“biased and provocative” m a 
formal complaint to its chairman 
and director-general. Barges Al 
Barges. 

Mr. Baqeri objected to a pas- 
sage in rite March 1 5 commentary 
which said: “Iran is believed to be 
waiting for the opportune time to 
deal military blows to the non- 
combatant Gulf countries to des- 
troy their oil fields.” 


Gandhi, 
Iranian envoy 
discuss 
Gulf war 


NEW DELHI (R) — Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi held 
talks Tuesday with an Iranian 
envoy on the latest escalation of 
hostilities in the war with Iraq, an ■ 
Iranian embassy spokesman said.. 

The spokesman said Ali Moh- 
ammad Besharpi, a deputy in the 
Foreign Ministry, arrived Mon- 
day. 

Mr. Gandhi last week sent mes- 
sages to Iran and Iraq expressing 
concern over latest developments 
and appealing for an end to the 
bombing of civilian targets. 

He sent envoys this week to 
Tehran and Baghdad to discuss 
concrete ways of ending the war, 
now in its’ fifth year. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


■ An rrshibmrm of plastic st by the Jor- 
danian artist Mrs. Janet Jusblatt at tbe 
Royal Cultural Centre. 


• Aa art exhibition by Analan Ramadan at 
the University of Ionian library. 


* An exhibition of historical photos from the 
Eaaaod West bank* of Jordan at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan library. 


from Madaba and Jerafc (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, 
Amman. Opening boon: 9.00 a.m. - 5 
pjo. Year-round. Tel 31760. 

Ma rtyrs* Mfsrtal (Bflkary Mau): 
C oflcctiop of milimy ncsonMa dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Spora City. Amman. Opening hours 9 
Mn-4 pun. Closed S a turd a y s . TeL 
664240. 

PDpatar Life of JMb Mam 100 to 
ISO year old items neb as costumes, 
weapons, a ns ica l instruments, etc. 
Opening boors: 9-00 a.m - 5.00 pjn. 
dosed Tuesdays. TeL 37169. 


’ An exhibition of co m p et e rs and ete- 


SERVICE CLUBS 


“ Agricultural exhibition ai the Uni ve rs i ty 


■ Ad exhibition of chirm ink drawi 
Mohammad Jaious at Petra Bank 
itorium. 


O U — S Amass dab. Meetings every 
first and third W ed n es day at the Hol- 
iday Itm, 1:30 pan. 

Lions FUaddphfc Chib. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon HoteL 7:30 p.m. 
PU ai fclfiMa Bat ar y Chfo. Meetings 


exhibition by Adnan HeJo m" 


every Wednesday at the Hobday Inn. 
1:30 pjn. 


PLAY 


Xotary dab. Meetings every Tuesday 

at the InterarntmestalHoteL 2 JW pjn. 

Royal A mnin o Mfc CJnfe. label Amman. 

Eighth Circle. TeL 8I6S34. 


* “The FooT (for children) at 4:00 p.m. at 
(be Royal Cultural Centre. 


LECTURE 


CHURCHES 


* Excavation at Khirbei edh Dharih near 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre . Teh 
Americas Centre — 

American Centre library 

British Council ----- 

French CakuraJ Centre 

Goethe Institute 

Seme* Cultural Centre 
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Hussein Youth City 

Y.W.C.A. 

Y.W.MA 

Amman Municipal Library 
Un ive r si ty of Jordan Library 
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St Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. teL 24390. 

Church of tbe Aaaaacbaloa (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Ltnrribdch, 37440. 

De b Sale Chareh (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. 661737. 

Cfcarefc at (be A— d* s (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali, 23341. 

Angiiw Cfc m J t (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 25383. 
AroMshm CasfcuHc Church Ashrafieh. 
771331. 

Armimi Orthodox Cba-eh Ashrafieh. 
775261. 

SL Epbnim Chord (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh. 771751. 

Amman htteraaboaal Church (laer- 
denomioatioaaJ}: meets at Southern 
Baptist School m ShmejsanL 816334. 


PRAYER TIMES 


MUSEUMS 


FoMere Muss inn. Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 yean old. Abo mosaics 
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HIGH TENSION: Israeli infantry ami armour Lebanon, where every turn could bring in ressfance 
carrier pass during patrol near Qasmiyeh. South attack (AP wirephoto) 


Geagea arouses conflicting sentiments 


By William MacLeao 

Reuter 


BEIRUT — Samir Geagea, the 
youthful leader of Falangist mil- 
: hiamen in revolt against Leb- 
anon’s President Amin GemayeL 
is a controversial figure who ins- 
pires devotion among his sup- 
porters and the hatred of the opp- 
osition. 

■ Falangists who fear Mr. Gem- 
aye] is leading them into opp- 
osition domination see tbe 32- 
* year-old militi a chief as a cha- 
rismatic personality trying to 
brush aside ageing Falangist lea- 
ders ready to compromise their 
future with Syria and the opp- 
osition. 

Geagea is a tall figure in battle 
fatigues, constantly surrounded by 
heavily-armed bodyguards. Des- 
pite a military moustache, his 
smooth skin, boyish features and 
polite manner seem more in kee- 
ping with his past as a medical stu- 
dent than with his involvement in 
some of the bloodiest episodes of 
Lebanon’s civil war. 

But his armed challenge to the 
established bosses of the Falangist 
Party has won widespread sup- 
port. He is seen more as a war lord 
than a politician, and even some 
admirers admit he is an “inf- 
lammatory’ figure. 

Blit they say he 'is always adm- 
irably polite, and commands loy- 
alty as a diehard Maronite “pur- 
ist” dedicated to the survival of his 
community in a hostile opposition 
region. 

To Druze leader Walid Jun- 
blatt, one of the bitterest opp- 
onents of Mr. Gemayei, himself as 
Maronite Christian. Geagea is 
mounting an “evil" Maronite plot 
to carve a Falangist canton ont of 
his war-shattered country. 

Lebanon’s Falangists have lac- 
ked a strong war leader since the 
1982 assassination of the cha- 
rismatic Bashir Gemayei, the bro- 
ther of Amin who formed the 
“Lebanese Forced’ out of dis- 
parate militias. 

Geagea was one of Bashir’s lea- 
ding lieutenants, and the Leb- 
anese Forces rallied to him last 



Samir Geagea 


week after he was expelled from 
the Falangist Party for refusing to 
abandon a strategic roadblock 
under a Syrian-backed peace plan. 

While Syrian and Lebanese 
opposition leaders say he is in the 
pay of Israel, his supporters say 
the seeds of revolt were sown by 
Mr. Gemayers agreement last 
year to work towards Syrian- 
backed reforms giving the opp- 
osition more power. 

“These beys sacrificed their 
youth to tight for Lebanon, but all 
the/ ve got in return is to be for- 
' gotten, swept tinder tfie carpel fry ' 
Amin,” said a teacher who taught 
Geagea at high school. “I knew be 
would never stand for that.” 

“Look at the age of the Falange 
leadership. They’re all old men.” 
said an academic whose university 
classes Geagea attended. “Like it 
or not, this is the revolt of young 
men." 

Geagea, from the Bcharre area 
of north Lebanon, first rose to 
prominence at the age of 26 when 
he was a medical student at the 
American University of Beirut. 

In 1978 he led his men in a blo- 
ody surprise attack on the nor- 
thern town of Ehden, a stronghold 
of Maronite ex-President Sul- 
eiman Franjieh, in which 30 peo- 
ple. including Mr. Franjieh’s son 
Tony, the latter's wife and dau- * 
ghter were killed. 

The attack, in which Mr. Gea- 


gea was wounded, brought heavy 
clashes between the Falangists 
and Mr. Franjieh’s men. Falangist 
sources said Geagea today enjoys 
strong support among Falangists 
displaced from their northern 
homes in the violence. 

“For these people. Geagea is 
not a controversial figure. He is a 
hero. For tbe displaced people, he 
is their only hope,” said a party 
source. 

He said Geagea’s revolt, dub- 
bed the “Christian spring”, has 
now boosted his support among 
Marnnr tes in the Beirut area. 

Geagea commanded Falangist 
forces in the Shouf mountain war 
in 1983. when they were driven 
out by the Druze ami d mutual 
massacres. He was given an Israeli 
military escort out as more than 
150,000 Christians fled their 
mountain homes. 

- Since bis supporters took over 
parts of east Beirut and north 
Lebanon last week, Geagea. has 
denied Israeli involvement and 
said Maronite “sovereignty’' is 
non-negotiable, although dia- 
logue with Syria is possible. 

“Like most Maronites, Geagea 
fears Syria aims to reclaim ‘Gre- 
ater Syria’ and doesn’t believe Syr- 
ian statements that Lebanon is a 


TEL AVIV ( AP) — A four-hour^ 
shootout erupted between Irish 
peacekeeping soldiers and pro-- 

Israeli militiamen in South Leb- 
anon, but no casualties resulted, a 
:U-N. spokesman said. 

Timur Goksel* spokesman for 
the United Nations Interim Force 
In Lebanon (UNIFIL), said the 
gunbattle began about 5 p.m. 
.(1500 GMT) Monday near the 
Lebanese village of Braachia after 
a militiaman refused to have bis 
car inspected at a - U.N. che- 
ckpoint. 

Tbe man went to a nearby bar- 
ricade manned by about 30 pro- 
Israeli militiamen who opened fire” 
' on the Irish position with rifles, 
light machineguns and rocket- 
propelled grenades, he said. 

The Irish brought in rei- 
nforcements and returned fire and 
the battle continued sporadically 
until 9 p.m. (1700 GMT), the 
U.N. spokesman said in a tel- 
ephone interview from U.N. hea- 
dquarters at Naqoura in South 
Lebanon. 

“We protested the incident to 
the Israeli army and asked them to 
send a liaison officer,” said Gok- 
sel. adding that the firing stopped 
after an Israeli officer talked with 
the mil itiamen. 

Goksel said a meeting was sclv> 
eduied later Tuesday with Israeli 
officers to discuss the incident. 

Relations between pro-Israeli 
militiam en and the 650-man Irish 
contingent of the 10-nation pea- 
cekeeping force have been tense 
since a confrontation on March 1 3 
in the village of Yater, 8 kil- 
ometres north of the Israeli bor- 


Jesuit priest 
believed 
kidnapped 
in Lebanon 


sovereign state,’’ a Falangist sou-. 
‘ ice said. ’ * " 


“Geagea is an inflammatory 
character. But what he has done is 
healthy for the Maronites,” the 
academic said. “He has brought 
grievances out into the open.” 
Geagea commands the Fal- 
angist militia' s anti-tank and mec- 
hanised units and his aides say 
most of the estimated 4,000 reg- 
ular militiamen are loyal to him. 

He has said that since his chi- 
ldhood he had been attached to an 
image of an all-knowing com- 
mander “truthful to the most ext- 
reme limits, courageous to the 
most extreme limits.” 

“Despite what they say about 
his violence, he was always the 
perfect gentleman,” said the high 
school teacher. “When I came to 
class, he and his boys would stand 
up immediately. If I told them to 
shut up, there was silence.” 


BEIRUT (R) — The car of a 
Dutch Jesuit priest believed kid- 
napped last week has been found 
in a remote part of the Syrian- 
controlled Bekaa Valley in East 
Lebanon, with a note sayipg“ ven- 
geance parry" in it a Jesuit spo- 
kesman said Tuesday. 

Father Nicolas Kluiters. 43, 
who disappeared last Thursday, 
was the fifth foreigner and the 
second Roman Catholic priest 
kidnapped in Lebanon this year. 

Five Americans, two Britons* 


and a Saudi are also missing and ^ 
all the abductions apart from FrT 
Kluiters' have been claimed by the 
“Islamic Jihad” organisation. 

The spokesman said Fr. Klu- 
iters was las) seen on Thursday 
when he left Hermel in the nor- 
thern Bekaa, where he had con- 
ducted mass at a convent, for 
Barka 33 kilometres to the south. 

Syrian troops manning che- 
ckpoints in the Bekaa had rep- ' 
orted seeing him, and some said be 
was with a bearded man, the spo- 
kesman said, adding: "Perhaps 
this was the kidnapper.” 
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Amin Kawar and Sons Company, Tel: 
22324 (six lines) at your service. 


Ambulance 193,775111 

Fnstaid. fire, police 199 

Blood bank 775121 

CSvil Defence rescue — 661 m 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

PbBce rescue 192.21111,37777 
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Local sell/buy rates i 

Belgian franc 612/ 
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French franc *03/ 
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Italian fire (for 100) 19.7/ 
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Radio Jordan 
5®aj«rjr of Tourism 
Hotel compUitu? „ mi 

Wee complaints 

Telephone: 

Information 
^dan and Mi ddie j 
Oveneas can^ 

« telegram 
service 


- 773111 

- 774111 
... 42311 
. 666412 
■ 661176 


12 

10 

17 


DEPARTURES 


— Istanbul. Amsterdym (KLM) 

Damascus. Frankfurt (LH) 

Beirut (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

Athens ( OA) 

Athens, Rome (PK) ' 

Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PK) 

Damascus. Rome (Abulia) 

Cairo (MS) 

Belgrade. London (RJ) 

Lannca, Zurich (SR) 

Doha, Abu pbabi. Muscat (GA) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Kuwait (KU) 

Jeddah (SV) 

— Kuwait (RJ) 

Dhahran (RJ) 

— Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

Sanaa (IY) 


WEATHER 


BuBofe supplied by die Department of 

Meteorology. 


MARKET PRICES 


Oouds wifl appear at different altitudes. 
Probably, there will be scattered sho- 
wn, wuh soutbirearedy- moderate to 
fresh winds. In Aqaba, it will be dusty 
and partly cioody, with southerly fresh 
Whxb and rough seas. 


Upperibwer price in 
Apple — 


Low/high temperature in deg.C 

Amman 8/17 

Aqaba - 14/25 

Deserts 7/i9 

Jordan VaDey 13/25 


Ih—n f* '■■earn mar ) ; 

*Beans 

Broad beans 

CahbtgB 

Chestnut — .. 

Carrot (yellow) 

Carrot (Mack) 

Cauliflower 1_ 

Cucumber (large) 


Mu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Baghdad (RJ) 

Karachi (PK) 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
i^nman 16, Aqaba 25. Humidity rea- 
dings; Amman 46 per cent. Aqaba 42 
per cenL 


Cucumber (smafi] 
Es*pkud fterge) 
Eaphmt (small) . 


G rapefruit 


250 / 250 
280/ 240 
240 / 210 
240/200 
140/110 
110/ 80- 
500 / 440 
130/100 
ISO/ 120 
140/110 
90/ 70 
140/110 
160/120 
130/100 
170/140 
210/180 


J-emon ^ 

Mandarin . “* 

™ow (small) 

oSEias*-*: 


Parsky 

PteanfA. 




Radbh^r^' 

Spinach . ~~ ~“ 


Tnrnjp 


— ISOM 
.....180/1 
....110/ 
140 11 

— 180/1 
—.150/1 

— 300/2 

— 200/1 

70/ 

:~.600/Si 
.... 440 / 4< 

— 800/71 
— 160/ 12 

— 90/ i 

— 120/ 9 
-150/11 
-. 110 / 8 






NEWS IN BRIEF 

JNGC to approve all imported maps 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidai Tuesday 
announced that no maps or atlases are allowed to be imported 
Jordan National Geographic Centre in Amman 
(JNGC) approves them. Mr. Obeidat added that it has been 
noticed that a lot of the imported atlases and maps contained a lot 
of political faults. He said that this decision should be adopted 
sm«: atlases and maps may be mi s leading especially if they do not 
carry accurate scientific, political and planning qualities. 

Anani leaves for investment seminar 

^^tAN (Petra) — Minister of Industry and Trade Jawad AI 
Anani leftTuesday for Geneva at the head of a delegation to take 
pan m a seminar of European investors due to open on March 21 . 
Durmg the two-day seminar the participants win Hwh^ ways to 
promote foreign capital investments in Third World nations. Dr. 
Anani is accompanied by representatives from Ms ministry and 
the Amman Chambers of Industry and Trade. 

U.N. official, Zawaideh discuss training ■ 

AMMAN (Petra) — Head of the United Nations Centre for 
Human Settlements Soihiro Kuwiyama, now on a visit to Jordan, 
Tuesday met with Housing Corporation Director Shafiq Zaw- 
aideh. They discussed cooperation between the U.N. organisation 
and the Housing Corporation, especially regarding holding tra- 
ining courses in Jordan within the framework of a U.N. regional 
programme. 

Supply Ministry not responsible for 
onions 

AMMAN (Petra) — Informed sources at the Ministry of Supply 
have said that the ministry is only responsible for importing app- 
les. This reply was made in response to inquiries and complaints 
about the poor quality of dry onions available in the Jordanian 
market. The Ministry of Supply says that it is not responsible for 
importing any vegetable or fruit produce and that its res- 
ponsibility lies only in importing apples, in accordance with a 
cabinet decision, the source added. 

' Court sentences hashish trafficker 

AMMAN (Petra) — The military court has sentenced Hisham 
Sa'id Al Baba to eight years in prison with hard labour and the 
payment of JD 3,000 for trafficking hashish. The court also passed 
a similar sentence on Ahmad Al Kasmeh on a similar charge. The 
military governor Tuesday endorsed the sentences. 


Police catch boiler thief 



The Upper House of Parliament Tuesday bolds an temporary laws on Jordan's universities, passports 
extraordinary session after its recess and discusses afl d Islamic affairs (Petra photo) 


Kidnapped baby reunited with parents 


Senate holds first extraordinary session 

Upper House endorses 
universities, passport laws 


Tty Sa’ad G. Hattar 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Upper House of Parliament Tue- 
sday endorsed laws pertaining to the universities of 
Jordan, passports, the Jordan Medical Association 
and Awqaf and Islamic affairs after slight ame- 
ndments. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The police in 
Shmeisani district Tuesday ann- 
ounced the capture of a 45-year 
old thief who had stolen four cen- 
tral heating boilers and sold them 
to a store in Marka. 

A spokesman for the Public 
Security Department said that the 
Shmeisani police station received 
a complaint on Feb. 5 from a cit- 
izen in TJaa’ Al All west of here, 
about boilers missing from hisbuU 
Iding and mitiaj investigations, 
including' finger prints, prbved fut- 
ile. Afterwards, several 1 'suspects 
and thieves with previous records 
similar to the case in question 
were called in For q uestioning also 
without revealing any clues, the 
spokesman said. 

He said that later the police 
were informed about a store in 
Marka which displayed second- 


By Jean Claude Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Under the patronage 
of Minister of Labour and Social 
Development Tayseer Abdul 
Jaber and in cooperation with the 
Friends of the Liver Patients Soc- 
iety. the American Centre wifi 
present- a musical concert by an 
outstanding jazz group, “The Jay 
Hoggard Quintet”. The event will 
take place on Saturday evening 
March 23, at the Amman Marriott 
hotel. 

Since the beginning of the sev- 
enties, there has been a lot of con- 
troversy in order to establish whe- 
ther jazz had to be ‘•serious’’ or 
“commercial”. Bands like “Blood 
Sweat & Tears” used a very spe- 
cial blend of rock and jazz music. 
In the opinion of some con- 
servative musicians, the band was 
guilty of sacrilegious practice. 
There are many other examples of 
groups who used to mix jazz with 
other styles. The truth is there is 
no such thing as a ‘Pure Style*. 
What matters is not the mix you 


hand diesel bofleis for sale and the 
police immediately moved in to 
inspect the motors. Investigations 
in Maxka showed that the boilers 
were being offered for a much 
lower price than brand new boi- 
lers, and when questioned by the 
police the merchant admitted to 
buying them for JD 600 and told 
the police about the thief s ide- 
ntity, the spokesman said. 

He said that the robber, ide- 
i ntified only as HJ3„ was app- 
rehended and admitted stealing 
the four boilers. The man proved 
to be a thief with a police record 
and he had served a prison term in 
1978. The thief said that he had 
been in the business since 1966. 
The boilers have since been ret- 
rieved and the thief referred to 
trial 


make, but the character and the 
artistic personality you give to this 
mix. 

According to Billboard Mag- 
azine. Jay Hoggard belongs to a 
group of musicians 1 .* bo “solve the 
supposed clash between the ser- 
ious and the commercial.” In add- 
ition to the recognition by Bil- 
lboard. Jay Hoggard has been 
named one of the ten best young 
jazz musicians of the 1980’s, by 
USA Today. Composer and per- 
former, Hoggard integrates Larin, 
reggae, african, rhythem and blues 
together with light funk in his 
music. 

The performance comes in a 
series of musical events which, 
since the be ginning of the year, 
has been spoiling music lovers in 
Amman with top quality concerts 
with many different musical styles. 
One remembers the exceptional 
McKenzie-Ware Duo, presented 
a few weeks ago by the American 
Centre. Jay Hoggarcf s per- 
formance in Amman is also exp- 
ected to leave a durable imprint. 


IRBID (J.T.) — Police in Irbid 
District have captured a woman 
who had kidnapped a four-month 
old baby boy from his parents’ 
home at Husun refugee camp. A 
report in the Arabic daily Al Dus- 
tour said that a woman relative of 
the kidnapped child had abducted 
the baby. Walid. as his mother was 
busy with the housework and the 
father was outside the house. 

The kidnapper identified as 
H.M.A. had entered the house 
and found the child and his four- 
year old sister. She then took away 
the child and threatened the girl 
not to utter a word, according to 
the paper. The report said that the 
mother, father and neighbours all 
looked for the missing child in vain 
although one of the neighbours 
had said that she had seen a 
woman leaving the house carrying 
a child. 

Some other people in the nei- 
ghbourhood also told the parents 
that they had seen a woman car- 
rying the child, leaving the camp in 
a taxi cab, and the police were ale- 
rted following the incident. 

Later the police circulated the 
news of the abduction to all areas 


By Olga Milcha^l 

. . Special to the.Jocdan Times 

AMMAN — Interpreting the 
French novelist Eugene Ionesco's 
play “Rhinoceros”, French actor 
Eric Eychenne presented a rich 
and marvellous mono drama per- 
formance before an audience at 
the French Cultural Centre The- 
atre Monday. 

For a continuous one and half 
hours, Eric Eychenne created and 
impersonated nine images rep- 
resenting different characters of 
the play. During the one-man per- 
formance, Eychenne expressed 
the modern drama and philosophy 
that Ionesco pinpointed in his 
play; the alienation of man from 
the physical and social universe he 
inhabits. 

Ionesco tried through his play to 
demonstrate the rhinoceros as the 
danger threatening the society in 
which his characters are living. 
Peacefully seated outside a cafe in 
a small town in France. Berenger, 
the hero, and his friend Jean see a 
rhinoceros passing by. The real 
problem begins when the rhi- 
noceros starts” multiplying', cau- 
sing differences and conflicts bet- 
ween the people. 

Later on Berenger starts not- 
icing that everybody in the town is 
being transformed into rhi- 
noceroses, even Daisy the typist 
and the woman he loves change. 

Comic _ within a tragic fra- 


and police stations in a bid to find 
the missing child. The ordeal of 
the parents lasted eight days end- 
ing on March 1 8 when they were 
called to the police station in Irbid. 
north of the camp, to identify a 
child brought to the station by a 
woman who claimed it was hers. 

Upon inspecting the child, the 
parents said that it was their child 
and claimed it. The other woman 
which the report said proved to be 
barren according to a doctor’s 


mework of loss and alienation, the 
hero Berenger tries haid-to fight 
the continuous change of mankind 
into rhinoceroses, but fails. 

The last human 

At the end Berenger is the only 
person in the town remaining in 
human form and he considers 
himself very ugly with a human 
face and then tries to become like 
the others, but now caimou Que- 
stioning whether everybody in the 
town is right or whether they have 
done what is good for them. Eyc- 
henne concludes his innovative 
performance leaving his questions 
without an answer. 

Through his play Ionesco tried 
to prove that although man is sub- 
ject to undirected chances, he may 
still order his life by devotion to 
humanistic values. Since Ionesco 
is one of the French novelists that 
started the “Theatre of Absurd" 
in France, he in his work also 
demonstrated that the life of a 
man was reduced to a grotesque 
situation, that man was incapable 
of heroism and actions and tho- 
ught were equally meaningless. 

“Rhinoceros represented both 
the social and ideological dev- 
elopment of society,” the French 
actor Eric Eychenne told the Jor- 
dan Times. “When Ionesco wrote 
his play he might have viewed the 
Nazi movement at that time and 
the challenges that people faced 


medical report, had after abd- 
ucting the baby, registered it with 
the Civil Registration Department 
under her name and her husband's, 
naming him “JibriT. 

The woman ’used to visit the 
parents of the abducted child on 
her way to see a doctor giving her 
fertility treatments and so was 
able to come to the house fre- 
quently. She kidnapped the child 
because she was desperate for chi- 
ldren. the report said. ; 


whether to accept this ideology or 
not." he added. ... - . 

Mr. Eychenne explained that 
Berenger did not change into a 
•rhinoceros because of his special 
personality and because of the 
theory of alienation that Ionesco 
believed in. 

Eycbenne’s roles 

Eric Eychenne started his acting 
life in 1962 in the experimental 
theatre, in 1972 he started writing 
and directing his own plays and 
formed his own group. After that 
Eychenne started his own acting 
style, one-man performance, 
which he has continued until the 
present time. 

Of his many solo plays Eyc- 
henne played. “Les Caraciers”. 
the characters' for Bruyere. 
“Sade, Les Treme Annes de Pri- 
son" and " Une Saison en Emre de 
Rimbaud” . 

Eric Eychenne presented a fab- 
ulous and innovative performance 
using only one chair on the stage. 
The lonely actor, as he calls him- 
self, needs to work hard and to 
prepare himself in order to be able 
to change quickly from one cha- 
racter to another. " 1 have noticed, 
while watching similar plays, that 
whenever the actor is playing one 
character and he moves to another 
one the first character still exists 
and their presence is felt by the 
audience.” Eric Eychenne said. 


The Senate also referred laws of 
the Jordan Youth Organisation to 
the educational committee after a 
debate sparked by Dhogan Hin- 
dawi who called for forming a 
joint legal and educational com- 
mittee to tackle the issue. How- 
ever. Senate members voted in 
favour of referring the law to the 
educational committee. 

During its first session following 
a recess in February, the Senate 
approved the following temporary 
laws:- Temporary law number 20 
for the year 1983 which is an ame- 
nded law for passports; Tem- 
porary law number 5 for the year 
1984 which is an amended law to 
the Jordan Medical Association 
law; Temporary law 36 for the 
year 1982. an amended law for 
Awqaf and Islamic affaire. 

The Senate, under the cha- 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Amman 
Development Corporation 
( ADC) announced Tuesday that it 
will distribute JD 300,000 in div- 
idends this year to shareholders 
who invested in its various pro- 
jects. 

Dividends will be distributed to 
Amman Municipality, the Hou- 
sing Bank and the Jordan Pension 
Fund, but the rest of the profits 
will be added to the corporation’s 
capital. ADC Director General 
Sami Al Rashid said in the ann- 
ouncement. 

He said that most of the inv- 
estments were made in building 
car park complexes in Amman, a 
project that has practically con- 
tributed to reducing traffic con- 
gestion in Amman and which also 
promoted trade activity by finding 
proper parking for care. 

One of these complexes, built at 
a cost of JD 2 .644,300 is located at 
Shabsough in downtown Amman. 
The building is 1 5 floors high with 
a total area of 22.750 square met- 
res and can accommodate 374 
cars. Mr. Rashid pointed out. He 
said that the complex contains a 
shopping centre and offices with 
all conveniences and public uti- 
lities. 


innanship of speaker of the Upper 
House Ahmad Ai Lawzi. end- 
orsed n laws for the three uni- 
versities of Jordan after slight 
amendments. The laws are: the 
amended law of the University of 
Jordan number 24, 1981; ame- 
nded law of the University of Jor- 
dan number 33, 1975 which was 
endorsed after inducing marginal 
amendments; ihe amended law of 
the University of Jordan number 
49. 1976. 

The Senate also endorsed the 
Yarmouk and Mu’ta universities’ 
laws after amending several art- 
icles. Also in the session, which 
was the first following a Royal 
Decree calling for extraordinary 
meetings of parliament as of 
March 2. the Senate referred the 
following laws to the financial 


AMMAN (Petra) — Ministry of 
Public Works Under Secretary 
Mu’taz Bilbeisi Tuesday received 
a visiting Egyptian delegation and 
briefed them on the role of the 
ministry, its plans and activities. 

The Egyptian delegation inc- 
ludes Ministry of Planning and 
International Cooperation Under 


committee: Ratification law of the 
Aqaba Thermal Power Station 
project agreement, law number 1 8 
for the year 1983; ratification law 
of Amman third water and sew- 
erage project agreement which is 
between the World Bank's Int- 
ernational Development Ass- 
ociation and the Water Authority 
of Jordan; ratification law to an 
amended agreement for Amman 
water and sewerage project with 
the Saudi Fund for Development; 
a temporary law on the building 
land tax; and an amended law to 
the Postal Savings Fund. 

Upper House members also 
voted in favour of referring the 
following laws io legal committee: 
ratification law of the joint agr- 
eement between Jordan and Syria 
to exploit the waters of Yarmouk 
River; the Civil Aviation Aut- 
hority temporary law; the postal 
services temporary law; the Public 
Transport Corporation temporary 
law number 2 1 : and the Civil Sta- 
tus law. 

The Lower House of Par- 
liament legal committee is due to 
meet Wednesday to discuss sev- 
eral laws referred to it by the Sen- 
ate. 


Secretary Midhat Abdul Aziz, 
Minister Plenipotentiary for 
Commercial Affairs at the Egy- 
ptian embassy in Amman Moh- 
ammad Abdul Hameed Sa’ad. 
Internal Tourism Director Ibr- 
aheen Ali Abu Baker and Min- 
istry of Tourism Public Relations 
Director Farouq Amin Hamdi. 


VACANCIES FOR A LEADING 
SAUDI COMPANY 


Required: Qualified accountants for senior positions. 
Minimum experience jh’e years in large-scale industry or 
trade. 

Knowledge of modem accounting principles essential. 
Candidates with chartered accountancy or Master’s Deg- 
ree in accounting will have priority. Command of Arabic 
and English essential. 

Salary and bene jus in accordance with qualifications and 
experience. 

Resume giving full address and telephone number should 
be forwarded immediately to 

Louza & Co. 

Accountants & Auditors 
P.O. Box 531 
Amman , Jordan 

Y\Ad rX/ 



WE PRODUCE IT BECAUSE YOU NEED IT 
CARRY HOME KAROLINE PRODUCTS 



Mr. Rashid said that the second 



THE BRITISH AIRWAYS THEATRE AT 

Hofei Jopitaa laiep. Qoafiaearsl ppeseofs 


KurTfiH Airways 
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DEREK NIMMO • BARBARA MURRAY 
SIMON WARD • JOANNA DUNHAM 
CHRISTOPHER BEENY- HELEN COTTERILL 
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march 28-3U985 fit ftl Badiyah Room 


HOTELJaaHAT INTER* CONTI Vf VITAL 

MEAN8 8ERY1CE 


Cocktails 6.30pm, Dinner 7.30pm. 

Theatre ( approx) 9 . 30 pm. 

Tickets at JD 15.00 

(Tax and service charge included} 

For all reservations please call 41361 Ext . 2141 




Jazz treat in store for 
Amman’s music lovers 



The kidnapped baby boy Walid with his four year-old sister 


Alone in a town of rhinoceroses 


Development Corporation to distribute 
JD 300,000 in dividends to investors 


complex was built in Prince Moh- 
ammad Street at a cost of JD 
2.784.000. It consists of 1 0 floors 
for 600 cars in addition to a sup- 
ermarket. offices and restaurants 
as well as a car wash and garage 
service. 

Mr. Rashid said that ADC is 
currently building the King Abd- 
ullah Complex and gardens at 
Wadi Saqra district. This will be an 
integrated complex with cultural, 
sports and shopping centres and a 
children garden and car park. 

Also, the ADC is building a 
handicraft centre at Wadi Umm 
AI Rimam with the ultimate goal 
of moving all workshops now occ- 
upying sites within Amman to the 
Umm Al Rimam centre, Mr. Ras- 


hid said. The Wadi Umm Al 
Rimafti projea is located south 
east of Amman along Al Y armouk 
street and is connected by Ai 
Nasha bridge to the north east of 
Amman and a highway to Wihdat. 
south east of the capital. 

A project similar to that of 
Umm AI Rimam is being carried 
out at Tihin on the Madaba road 
south of here, on a 3.000 dunum ' 
area. 

According to Mr. Rashid, the 
ADC will bujid a a multipurpose 
complex at Jabal Hussein and this 
will comprise a public park, sho- 
pping centre, in addition to a car 
park. Mr. Rashid also spoke about 
similar projects to be carried out 
at Irjan and Mahatta. 


Egyptian delegation reviews 
cooperation in building sector 
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Attempting the long-gone 

DR. SAMIR Geagea's revolt against President Amin Gem- 
ayel’s leadership may have indeed been instigated by a sacking 
order that the Mar on ite leaders did not like. But to say that the 
Maronites revolted simply because a strategic roadblock had to 
be dismantled by Geagea's Falangists is a gross mis- 
representation of the facts. 

One can judge the situation in Lebanon only from a distance, 
and without necessarily taking everybody's view into con- 
sideration. A reasonable way to look upon the Geagea rebellion 
against Gemayel’s authority, however, is to assume that the 
Lebanese president is not solely interested in the Falangist 
Party any more. The president of all Lebanon could not pos- 
sibly rnle with a Falangist whip, not at this time, not at any time 
before and certainly not in the future. 

The question that is being asked now is whether Geagea and 
his fellow rebels have had any direct help from the Israelis to 
start their revolt. Given the history of the Falangists under 
Bashir Gemayel and later, we cannot but assume that the 
Israelis have in fact had a hand in the whole thing. But the 
connection is yet to be proven and the new collaboration exp- 
lained. 

But what do the rebels hope to achieve from their mutiny? 
And will they be able to sustain it. given the new Lebanese 
odds? 

Again, to say that the Falangists can achieve much by their 
action, other than bringing more fighting and bloodshed, is a 
dream that cannot be realised. And even if they initially suc- 
ceeded in establishing their own canton in East Beirut and 
Mount Lebanon, they will not be able to sustain their ach- 
ievement for long. 

This conclusion leaves us with the possibility that the young 
Falangists who led the revolt against Gemayel did so simply in 
pursuit of their history and in an attempt to keep up with their 
ideological dream fora Lebanon dominated by the Maronites. 
Or, at best, to exercise more pressure on the Lebanese gov- 
ernment to be more attentive of their demands. In any case, 
their cause seems to be doomed and the future holds little hope 
for them. 

The lesson that these men have not yet learned is deeply 
ingrained in Lebanon's recent history. They would be better 
off to throw on it a second look. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i : Common Arab responsibility 

THE IRAQIS have no doubt achieved a great victory over their 
Iranian enemy by expelling them from Arab territory which they 
tried to occupy and to bring destruction to. The Iraqis have stemmed 
Iranian expansionist designs in Iraq and in the Arab Nation, and 
frustrated Tehran's hopes of occupying pans of Iraqi territory. 

The Iraqi people have reason to celebrate their victory and the 
Arab Nation has cause to rejoice at the news of the Iraqi armed 
forces' successes in the battlefront. 

King Hussein and President Mubarak of Egypt, who visited Bag- 
hdad Monday went to congratulate the Iraqi president and people 0n 
this success and above all to show solidarity with the Iraqi people in 
the face of the Iranian aggression. We have always called for sol- 
idarity among Arabs because it will bolster their stand and strengthen 
their will in the face of danger and aggression. Perhaps the visit of 
King Hussein and President Mubarak to Baghdad represents the 
start of such solidarity. 

Solidarity among the three countries is an example that should be 
copied by other Arab states. Arab leaders should meet together 
when they face a common threat since the defence of the Arab 
Nation is the responsibility of all. 

Al Diistour: Teaching the aggressor a lesson 

A VISIT to Baghdad by King Hussein and President Mubarak Mon- 
day reflects the desire of both Jordan and Egypt to show solidarity 
with the Iraqi people in their struggle to repulse the Iranian agg- 
ression and thwart Tehran's expansionist designs in Arab land. 

The visit, which came amidst a rejoicing by the Iraqi people for 
their victory over the enemies emphasises to the outside world the 
extent of strong relations binding Arab people everywhere. This mini 
summit in Baghdad underlines the fact that Arab leaders, gov- 
ernments and people can come together and stand in firm ranks 
confronting the aggressors and invaders. 

Today we congratulate Iraq and the Iraqi people for their victory 
oyer the Iranian enemy and for success in safeguarding the national 
soil. At the same time we hope that the Iranian regime will realise the 
blunder it has committed by trying to occupy another country's lands 
by force. We hope that the Iranians will learn a lesson and realise that 
armed conflict can only bring more tragedies to the Iranian people 
and more destruction and bloodshed to Arabs and Muslims alike. 

Calls on Iran over the past four years to make peace wirh its 
neighbours have failed to achieve any result, but the humiliating 
defeat of the Iranian forces at the front over the past few days could 
open the way for a change. 


Sawt Al Shaab: 
expansion 


Frustrating Iranian 


IRAQ HAS over the past few days frustrated Iranian expansionist 
aims by dealing a heavy blow to the Iranian armed forces, which tried 
to cross imo Iraqi territory. The Iraqi victory against Iran and the. 
steadfastness of the Iraqi people represent a shield for the Arab 
Nation against the evil desires of the nation's enemies. 

The leaders of Jordan and Egypi visited the Iraqi capital in a show 
of solidarity with the Iraqi government and people, and the visit 
marked a beginning of solidarity among all Arab states in the face of 
danger. This solidarity should see Arabian Gulf states and others in 
Africa and Asia coming together not only for supporting Iraq to end 
the conflict in the Gulf but also to lay down the basis for freedom of- 
the Palestinian people now under occupation and the liberation of 
South Lebanon. 

The Jranian offensive is not plotted against Iraq alone but other 
Arab states as well, and therefore, all Arabs should take meaningful 
steps to build Arab solidarity. Every Arab ought to bless the steps of 
King Hussein and President Mubarak who are keen on safeguarding 
Lhe interests of this nation. 


MX, Star Wars, Nicara-phobia haunt Reagan 


By Lou Cannon 

REELECTED presidents face a 
choice of conserving personal 
popularity or investing in the cau- 
ses that mean the most to them. In 
determining his national-security 
agenda for a second term. Pre- 
sident Reagan has taken the latter 
course and dispelled any lingering 
doubts that he might become a 
stay-ar-rhe-ranch chief executive. 

For all his firmness of purpose. 
Mr. Reagan is rarely an initiator of 
policy within his administration. 
But. at the onset of his second 
term, he has shown leadership on 
foreign- policy issues that was lar- 
gely lacking during his first four 
years. It is a display of inv- 
olvement that contains both pro- 
mise and peril for his adm- 
inistration. 

In meetings with advisers and 
congressional leaders, the pre- 


sident has said he will go to the 
mat for three priorities — the MX 
missile, the Strategic Defence Ini- 
tiative (commonly called “Star 
Wars" ) and military aid for rebels 
opposing the leftist government of 
Nicaragua. 

The MX missile has had more 
escapes than the Great Houdini. 
and it seems about to survive ano- 
ther time. Recently Mr. Reagan 
told key senators that the MX is 
essential to a '‘sound agreement in 
Geneva" in U.S.-Soviet arras- 
control negotiations. 

■The president's theological 
view that the MX is the path to 
arms control provokes skepticism 
among those who question the 
deterrent value of a missile that 
has first-strike capability and is to 
be deployed in relatively small 
numbers in vulnerable silos. But 
Mr. Reagan is well aware of con- 
gressional reluctance to und- 


ermine the XJ.S- negotiating pos- 
ition, and his advisers have man- 
euvered to bring the request for 21 
additional MX missiles to a vote 
soon after negotiations. They are 
confident that what one of them 
calls "the glow of Geneva" will 
keep the MX alive. ! 

The Strategic Defence Initiative 
(SDI), viewed strictly as a budget 
item rather than the ultimate def- 
ensive deterrent that Mr. Reagan 
envisions, is in even better shape. 
No. Mr. Reagan is not going to be 

given the full $3.7 billion he seeks 
for -SDI. But even if he receives 
S3 billion, which is likely he wQJ- 
have doubled the budget for 
strategic-defence research at a cri- 
tical time. 

However. Mr. Reagan seems 
between a rock and a hard place in 
his up-front attempts to win con- 
gressional approval of funds for 
the anti-Sandiaista rebels, whom 


he calls “freedom fighters” or 
“our brothers" . Mr. Reagan's adv- 
isers believe that the House is unl- 
ikely to permit them a peony of 
aid. 

On this issue, Mr. Reagan is 
truly demonstrating that he cares 
more about his causes than his 
popularity. During his first-term, 
advocacy for a militant policy aga- 
inst Nicaragua came chiefly from 
then Secretary of State Alexander 
Haig, National Security Adviser 
William Clark, U.N. Ambassador 
Jeane Kirkpatrick and Director of 
Central Intelligence William 
Casey. 

Of this quartet, only Mr. Casey 
remains in the administration, and 
‘the CIA director is' taking a back 
seat on Central America policy 
these days. Without prompting, 
Mr. Reagan is leading the charge 
and pushing a hard line that has. 
carried him to the brink of calling 


for overthrow of the Managua 
government. 

The tipoff came at a lunch on 
Feb. 1. when Mr. Reagan told his 
advisers that he wanted to talk 
about Nicaragua in his radio spe- 
ech the next” day. Cooler heads 
persuaded fhe president to delay 
the speectf and instead discuss the 
budget, but Mr. Reagan has been 
whipping up opposition to the 
Sandinistas ever since. 

In his zeal, the president has 
constructed few lines of retreat. 
He has told aides he will not dis- 
patch U.S. combat troops, a grasp 
of political- reality neatly sum- 
marised t>y State Department 
Latin American expert Lan- 
ghome A. (Tony) Motley as. “The 
American people don't want ano- 
ther Cuba, and they also don’t 
want another Vietnam." 

This is comforting recognition 

. m 


but not one that leaves much run- 
ning room. The president has sco- 
rned Sandinista peace overtures as 
insincere, wi..l; making it clear 
that he is unwilling to tolerate a 
leftist government in Nicaragua. 
Blocked from waging war ind- 
irectly, he finds himself unwilling 
and unable to engage in direct mil- 
itary intervention. 

Perhaps the only solution is that 
suggested by White House spo- 
kesman Larry Speak es recently, 
when he said Sandinista peace 
rhetoric reflects the success of 
administration policies in the reg- 
ion. It was reminiscent of a famous 
proposal by the late Sen. George 
D. Aiken (R-Vt.). who once said 
the United States should declare 
victory in Vietnam and go home. 
Ultimately, this may be Mr. Rea- 
gan’s best way out — The Was- 
hington Post. 
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Kremlin change, U.S. farmers need decisions 


By Donald M. Roth berg 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The lea- 
dership change in Moscow and the 
distress of American farmers dro- 
pped on President Ronald Rea- 
gan's desk within days of each 
other, dramatic examples of how 
quickly the euphoria of a landslide 
reelection can be swept aside -by 
difficult challenges. . 

Mr. Reagan took office seven 
weeks ago. able to claim a man- 
date by pointing to his historic vic- 
tory over Democratic challenger 
Walter F. Mondale. 

“I don't believe you reelected 
us in 1 984 to reverse course." Mr. 
Reagan said in his inaugural add- 
ress. The message was clear: The 
president would press ahead, con- 
fident he had the backing of the 
people. 

But like so many of his pre- 
decessors, Mr. Reagan quickly 


was confronted by events that 
promised to shape his second term 
more decisively than any claimed 
mandate. 

All of them were predictable 
but not controllable. 

The death of Soviet leader Kon- 
stantin U. Chernenko was exp- 
ected. if not this month then the 
next or the one after. His failing 
health had been obvious for.sorae. 
time. fr.:.. • 

Now Mr.- Reagan is confronted 
in the Kremlin by Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. 20 years his junior and the 
representative of a new gen- 
eration of Soviet leadership, a 
man who might prove far more 
imaginative and flexible, and as a 
■result, more challenging to the 
U.S. president than his pre- 
decessors. 

Mr. Gorbachev’s impact is lik- 
ely to be felt in the arras neg- 
otiations in Geneva and in the 
capitals of Europe, where the Sov- 


iets are certain to press vigorously 
their campaign to convince U.S. 
allies that Mr. Reagan's “Star 
Wars" missile defence plan is dan- 
gerously destabilising. 

The economic plight of some 
American farmers was an issue in 
the 1984 presidential campaign, 
and the returns showed that des- 
pite their problems, rural voters 
were overwhelmingly in Mr. Rea- 
gan's corner. 

But last week. Mr. Reagan vet- 
oed a bill Congress has passed to 
provide guarantees to struggling 
farmers. As he signed the veto 
message, Mr. Reagan said the 
measure was a “massive new bai- 
lout that would add billions to the 
deficit" without really helping 
farmers. 

The new Soviet leadership and 
the problems of the U.S. farm belt 
are only two of the more pro- 
minent problems threatening to 


dim the memory of Mr. Reagan’s 
landslide. 

On every continent the United 
States is confronted by crises over 
which it has little control, such as 
renewed violence in the Middle 
East and the leftward drift of the 
Greek government. 

And where the United States 
tried ro influence eyents^. whether 
in New ZealmdorLatm America, 
adm ihistratiop^pp^ stir 
new controversy. ; 

At home, Mr. Reagan is finding 
his mandate hasn’t yet produced 
the votes in Congress for the def- 
ence budget increases and the 
domestic cuts he wants. 

All in all, the recent news from 
Congress and overseas could be 
enough to make Mr. Reagan won- 
der if he wouldn't have a better 
time back at his California ranch 
watching someone else try to code 
with the problems. 


Namibia conscription arouses national sentiment 


By Tony Weaver 

THE guerrilla war in Namibia is 
now in its 19th year, and for the 
first time, church and political lea- 
ders are warning the conflict could 
develop into a fully-fledged civil 
war. South Africa, which has occ- 
upied Namibia since 1966 — itsde 
facto occupation stretches back to 
1915 — has legislated universal 
conscription for all Namibians. 

Although a limited call-up has 
existed since 1980. it is only this 
year that the call-up is being imp- 
lemented in a thorough fashion. 
Until late last year, the war against 
South West Africa People’s Org- 
anisation (SWAPO) was largely 
being fought by South African 
conscripts, permanent force 
members, and police paramilitary 
units. 

But in keeping with South Afr- 
ican attempts to “Namibianise" 
the political status and con- 
troversy surrounding the ter- 
ritory’s future, conscription now 
applies to all males between the 
ages of 1 8 and 55 who live in the 
territory. 

The first serious challenge to 
the system came late in 1983. in a 
supreme court hearing which str- 


etched into last year. Erick Binga. 
a 21 -year-old card-carrying 
member of SWAPO. was con- 
scripted for military training at the 
Walvis Bay infantry training sch- 
ool. But he refused to go. and cha- 
llenged the South African aut- 
horities in court, stating that bec- 
ause South Africa's occupation of 
Namibia was illegal, the country 
had no right to conscript him into 
the army. 

He added that his brother had 
fled the country, and was more 
than likely a trained SWAPO gue- 
rrilla. “ I am not prepared to fight 
against my brothers and sisters in 
the struggle for liberation." he 
said. 

He Iosl his case, and is app- 
ealing. but his stand focused att- 
ention on the issue and slowly 
mobilisation against conscription 
is gaining momentum. Even so. 
the options for resistance are lim- 
ited. While anti-South- African 
political parties have — in def- 
iance of “the law” — called for 
mass mobilisation against con- 
scription, options open to ord- 
inary citizens are limited: either 
skip the country and join the 
1 00.000-Namibians already in 
exile, or go into the army for a 


two-year compulsory period. 

Now, with the economy in tat- 
ters. and unemployment spi- 
ralling. white bosses in factories 
and on farms are giving their wor- 
kers the choice of conscription or 
the sack. With almost no trade 
union structure, the workers have 
little choice but to register for con- 
> 5crrotion or face starvation. 

Among the parties urging total 
resistance to conscription are 
SWAPO. the South West Africa 
National Union, the Ind- 
ependence Party, lhe Christian 
Democratic Party, the Mbanderu 
Council and. on a less strident 
note, the Damara Council. All 
have warned that the universal 
conscription legislation contains 
the seeds of civil war. and have 
stated they refuse to fight against 
their own people in a war imposed 
upon them. 

The Mbanderu Council, a mil- 
itant party and aligned to 
SWAPO. delivered an outright 
challenge to South Africa. “Start 
building extra gaols for Mbanderu 
sons.” they warned in a statement, ■' 
“because no Mbanderu son will go 
into the South African army to 
fight against their fellow- 
Namibians who are waging the 
liberation struggle." 


Yet resistance fo call-up has not 
daunted the South African aut- 
horities. Lie ul -G en. George Mei- 
ring, a seconded South African 
officer, commanding the South 
West Africa Territory Force 
(SWATF) warned recently that 
“even SWAPO office-bearers will 
have to register or face pro- 
secution." 

Most vocal in the wave of pro- 
test against conscription have 
been the Namibian churches. The 
Council of Churches in Namibia 
has repeatedly warned that South 
African policies are pushing the 
territory closer to fullscale civil 
war. 

In a recent interview. General 
Meiring said he foresaw no pro- 
blems in integrating a post- 
independence SWATF with 
SWAPO guerrilla fighters, “bec- 
ause a post-independence gov- 
ernment will not be Marxist, and 
therefore they will not accept 
SWAPO terrorists into the 
ranks.” 

He admitted that there had 
been problems with SWAPO 
members being called up and inf-, 
il rearing the SWATF, but denied 
‘this was a major problem — The 
Guardian. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
TO LET 

-Consisting of one bedroom, salon, kitchen, a bat- 
hroom and veranda with central heating. 

Location: Swiefeh Commercial Centre 

For information call 812901 " 


CAR FOR SALE 
FOR 4D 1,000 
1979 Volkswagen Brasilia 

Duty tax paid; newly painted, with new brakes, new 
clutch, new tyres and a radio-cassette. 

For information, call Mr. Mohammad Said on 
981967, Zarqa after 4 p.m. 


NEW IN AMMAN 

If you want to be served like being in a first class 
hotel, and live like being at home, pay us a visit; 

UAIMITEIi BP |JJL2qljlB 

APARTl) TEL jIaq 

Amman, Shmeisani, Tel. 668193 
Tlx: 23888 DAROTL JO. 

Luxuriously furnished air-conditioned apartments. 
Kitchenettes, colour TV and indoor movie. Free phy- 
sical fitness room. And all other first-class hotel ser- 
vices, including ice-cubes machines, shoe-polish 
machines, safe deposit boxes, morning new- 
spapers. 

Coffee shop. Healthbar. And giftshop. 

At reasonable prices. 


The Mediterranean 
should be a zone of 
peace and prosperity 


By Claude Cbeysson 

ON JAN. 7. I assumed res- 
ponsibility for. the European 
Community's external relations 
with all our v neighbouring cou- 
ntries in, the Mediterranean: 

This is a dossier to which 1 att- 
ach a particular importance. The 
community is already part of the 
Mediterranean economic, pol- 
itical and cultural zone. It will be 
even more so after the accession of 
Spain. In terms both of population 
and of economic potential, more 
than one quarter of the future 
community of 12 will then be able 
to call itself Mediterranean. 

It is therfore vital that we mai- 
ntain. the closest possible ties with 
our partners in the region and join 
with them in their efforts to pro- 
mote their economic development 
and well-being, but also to those 
between all the countries of the 
Mediterranean. 

We must also show that we have 
the imagination to devise new 
forms of cooperation and to dev- 
elop relations where none exist at 
present. Contacts between popple . 
and the free exchange of ideas can . 
play a crucial role in this great pro- 
cess which I hope will lead the 
Mediterranean to become an area 


of prosperity and social equality, 
the essential prerequisite of the 
peace and cooperation for which 
we are striving. 

None of this will be easy. On the 
contrary, it will be extremely dif- 
ficult and complex to resolve the 
many conflicting interests apd 
concerns. But it should not defeat 
us from our task of pursuing a vis- 
ion essential for Europe as a whole 
and for all those countries, large or 
small, that are grouped around the 
Mediterranean, which is the cra- 
dle of our common civilisation. 

Finally, and turning beyond the 
Mediterranean, it will be one of 
my significant tasks to continue 
and develop the relations between 
the community and the Arab 
World as a whole. Over the last 
decade, some effort has been 
made to promote a greater degree 
of understanding between our two. 
regions. Bur the most important 
remains to be done. Here, too, the 
promotion of cooperation and the 
development that the community 
should make and the development 
of prosperity are contributions, 
that tjie community should make’ 
to the 1 bringing of peace to’®." 
reoubl&a part of the world — Eire-, 
opean Community newsletter. 


WATER AUTHORITY 
KUFRINJA WATER AND SEWERAGE 
PROJECT 

CONTRACT No. K3/76/85 

1- The Water Authority invites experienced con- 
tractors from member countries of the World. 
Bank, Switzerland and Taiwan and contractors in 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan to submit bid 
for the supply and construction of Kufrinja tre- 
atment plant 

Contractors in the Hashemite Kingdom of Jor- 
dan must be prequalified as General Class Water 
and Sewerage, Building, Road, or Electro- 
Mechanical Contractors by the Ministry of Public 
Works, of Jordan. 

Foreign bidders are strongly recommended to 
associate with such local contractors. 

Jordanian General Class Contractors, bidding 
as prime contractors, must associate with a qua- 
lified foreign specialist firm. 

The project consists of the following major str- 
uctures and facilities: • a 1 sir 

Headworks administration building, Imhoff tank. 

tehin^Snrf ar, ^ rS: rec ? cle pumping Station, pol- 
rahing pond, chlorination system, sludge drying . 

beds and irrigation pumpstation, equipment and 
2 ‘ omlf b i^« 0 Ul e ^ en ? e wi " h® held on Saturday April 

t 2 rw^rro n n; 9at9:Mhours «^" 

3- °n April 20th 1986 contractors or joint ventures 
sha I submit in a sealed envelope in person or ^ 
rnafl the information on the firm or on the firm® of 

Wdde£ tEm req !S sted in the instructl^to 
bidders. The information will be evaluated and 

. “x,*" “ 

of the Water Authority. 806 at the off,ce 

5- Contract documents may be examine 
■ chased at the following LdrIST™ 1 and pur - 


Telephone; 666- 

Telex: 22439 Wi 


Wafer Authority 
Jabel Hussein 
Nablus Street 
P.O. Box (2412), 

Amman, Jordan 

The cost of the initial copy of- the rnn»« 
umentepurchased by a bidder is JCM1M « 
ttie cost of any additional copies! oftfof “ 
documents by a bidder is JD 50 per set 
will be made for the return of ftdfor^^i 
contract documents. Copies of ? art ' al 8 
umefrts will be sent to prospectiwf f?2U trac1 
Water Authority upon p^ rs 1 

in a bank cheque. . ^ proper ar 


Eng. M.S. Kilani 
** r ** , ctent- 
Wat * r Authority 
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Chomsky’s book on Lebanon draws heavy ‘U.S. elite’ fire 


■The Fme jul Triangle: The United Suaes, Israel and the Pal- 
% Noam Chomsky. South End Press: Boston. 1983. 

By Nabeel Abraham 


MUCH HAS been said and 
written about Israels 1982 
invasion of Lebanon. Much has, 
been forgotten. Gone are the 
gleeful editorials clamouring} 
about the “liberation” of Le? 
anon and the “new opp-' 
ortllnitie^ , for peace rising 
from the death and des- 
truction. Gone are Begin' s' 
deceitful pretexts behind bis 
"Operation Peace for Gal- 
ilee," along with his unsolicited 
assurances that Israel did nor 
covet “one square inch" of 
Lebanese territory. Gone too 
axe Sharon's announced] 
“twenty-five mile” military' 
objective and his other lies, 
before an increasingly inc- 
redulous world. Memories are 
short, especially in America 
where history and myth blend, 
easily in the hands of the "cus- 
todians of history.” 

“Gone but not forgotten” 
would make an apt epithet to 
Noam Chomsky’s latest work, 
“The Fateful Triangle” . In this 
Olympic-sized volume, the 
eminent American linguist 1 
and in temati o n ally-reh owned 
policy critic painstakingly rec- * 
onstructs the historical record ■ 
of Israel's brutal invasion of 
Lebanon and the events resiling . 
from h. His is a tour de farce of 
political writing and critical - 
analysis, encyclopaedic in- 
scope and in its attention -to- 
detailed documentation. In it,’ 
Mr. Chomsky triumphantly* 
demolishes the prevailing “ off- 
icial version" of that period as- 
put forth by IsraePs apologists 
in America. 

There is something hau- 
ntingly reassuring about having, 
so many unassailable facts in - 
one easily retrievable and hig- - 
hly documented work. AD the 
more so in this specific instance 
as the author relied heavily on 
;ihe Hebrew-language press to 
document his case, making, it 
that much more unassailable in 
the eyes of his readers. (There 
are, for example, app- 
roximately one thousand foo- 
tnotes in this nearly 500-page 
book). He literally fashioned 
an entire history, an “anti-' 
official history” one could say, 
out of hundreds of fid-bits 
drawn'from an.odd assoxtmdtif J ' 
of i&wspapers, magazines amt' 
other: ephemera. This is poi-f 
ideal writing at its best. 

It should be said that Mr. 
‘Chomsky’s aim is not to restore 
the historical record of that 
much distorted chapter of 1 
Middle Eastern history; how- 
ever enduring and significant 
his contribution is destined to 
be. Rather, his stated purpose - 
is to scrutinise certain aspects 
of the U.S.-Israeli“ special rel- 
ationship” and its often dis- 
astrous impact on its most 
immediate - victims, -the Pal- 
estinians. His primary concern 
centres on those aspects of that 
three-sided relationship, which 
in Mr. Chomsky's view have 
been underplayed, more often 
distorted and misrepresented, 
and have ' led' to policies that 
are “both disgraceful and ext- 
remely dangerous,....” Israels 
Lebanon war is only one epi- 
sode, a crucial one to be sure, in 
thar relationship. 

Central to Mr. Chomsky’s 
argument is what be terms the 
“ international consensus" on a 
solution to the Arab- Israeli 
conflict that is traceable to the 
aftermath of the June 1967 
war. In the beginning the con- 
sensus was '"'rejectionist” in 
that it neglected the national, 
rights of the Palestinians while 
brazenly recognising those of 
Israel. By the mid- 197 O' s the 
international consensus was 


modified to include rec-. 
ogmtion of Palestinian rights, 
thereby allowing the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), which had rejected the 
earlier versions, to join in. At 
this point the consensus was no 
longer rejectionist as it rec- 
ognised the rights of both par- 
ties to the conflict, and was 
generally interpreted to mean a 
two-state solution. Today, the 
international consensus com- 
prises the European states, the 
Soviet Union, most of the 
Non-Aligned Movement, the 
principal Arab stales, including 
all of the confrontation states, 
and, of course, the PLO mai- 1 
nstream. 

It goes without saying that 
this view of developments is 
closer to the acn»al historical 
record than the one prevaDmg 
in the U.S. In thar version, the 
U.S. and Israel are said to have, 
consistently sought a peaceful' 
settlement to the conflict, whDe 
the Arab states (with the exc- 
eption of Egypt since 1977) 
along with the “terroristic” 
FLO have been opposed: in 
other words “ rejection ist” . Mr. 
Chomsky is able to tiqn this, 
“official” version of events 
completely on its head with 
relative ease by carefully exa- 
mining the historical record 
since 1 967. Beginning with 
President Nasser’s acceptance 
of the Roger’s peace plan in 
1970, the author methodically 
establishes his case that first 
the confrontation states, then 
the mainstream of the PLO 
came to join the emerging int- 
ernational consensus of the 
-period. One by one, be retraces 
■the various Arab peace offers 
on record. There are, to cite 
some of the most well-known, 
those by Egypt (1970,- 1971, 
1977), Jordan (1971, 1972), 
the confrontation states (1976, 
1977), the PLO (1974, 1977). 
In recent years, the list has 
grown to include King Fahd*s 
1981 peace plan and the Fez 
summit resolutions of 1982. 
Mr. Chomsky’s point is clear 
enough: The historical record, 
as opposed to the “official” 
one, leaves no doubt to where 
the principal Arab- states and 
| the mainsfreani’' of Tire "PLO 
stand oh the Issue,' 'e^eh'if one ’ * 
can argue with their, perhaps ' ' 
intentional, ambiguity at times. 

Turning to the U.S. and Isr- 
aeli record, one finds a certain 
consistency in their staunch 
opposition to the international 
consensus, even to its earlier 
rejectionist version, not- 
withstanding propaganda rhe- 
toric to the contrary. Both cou- 
ntries are. in fact, leaders of the 
rejectionist camp that iro- 
nically puts them in league with 
minority factions in the Arab 
world. In the case of the U.S., 
Mr. Chomsky convincingly 
argues that following the June 
war an internal policy debate 
took place between advocates 
.of joining the international 
consensus (at the time based on 
U.N. Resolutions 242 and 
338), led by Secretary of State 
Rogers, and those opposed, led 
by Henry Kissinger. The latter 
group carried the day, and ever 
since the U.S. has in effect fol- 
lowed a policy supporting 
“Greater Israel”; more rec- 
ently known as the doctrine of 
Israel as “strategic asset” . Such 
a policy entails developing Isr- 
ael into a major regional mil- 
itary power, doing U.S. bidding 
and defending its interests in 
the region. By extension, the 
policy requires an expanded 
Israrel territorially and, the- 
■refore, U.S. acquiescence in 
Israels continued retention of 


the occupied territories. Mr. 
Chomsky hastens to point out 
that the U.S. Internal struggle 
was not over goals, but tactics: 
how to best preserve U.S. int- 
erests in the Middle East (mai- 
nly control over the petroleum 
resources and the flow of 
petro-dollars). 

The Israeli position, as enu- 
nciated by its two ruling par- 
ties, has also been unswer- 
vingly opposed to the inter- 
national consensus in favour, 
of extending Israeli sov- 
ereignty ovct all the occupied 
territories (Likud), or retaining 
all but the most populated 
areas of the West Bank (Lab- 
our). The Labour Party pos- 
ition is based on the old Alton 
plan, whereby Israel offers 
West Bankers token political 
.representation and affiliation 
with Jordan, Under the plan. 
Israel would retain control 
over the West B ank while rel- 
ieving itself of the so-called. 
Arab" demographic problem”. 
Both Israeli ruling parties are 
adamant in their opposition to 
any independent Palestinian 
political expression west of the 
Jordan River, let alone an ind- 
ependent Palestinian state. 

Israel has typically reamed 
with “panic” to Arab and PLO 
offers of a political settlement, 
followed by either cold silence 
and/or increased settlement 
activity, such as Labour’s ann- 
ounced “thickening of Jer- 
usalem" following President 
Sadat's February 1971 peace 
offer. On other occasions, the 
panic has resulted in acts of 
aggression, usually directed at 
civilian targets. ' (Curiously, 
King Fahd’s August 1981 
peace plan triggered Israeli 
'overflights into Saudi airspace, 
prompting lively speculation 
about a possible Israeli air str- . 
ikes against the oil fields.) “In 
fact,” observes Mr. Chomsky, 

“it was not only the Saudi . 
Arabian peace plan and other 
conciliatory gestures of the 
Arab states that were causing 
the familiar “panic'’ by 
1981-82. A stiH more serious 
problem was the increasing 
difficulty in portraying the 
PLO as merely a gang of ter- 
rorists, particularly, in tight 
. of its observance of the ILS.- 1 
arranged cease-fire on the 
Lebanon-Israel border des- 
pite much Israeli pro- 
vocation. There is good rea- 
| sonj» believe that this threat ■ 

; WsGsp;*; |jrfeei'£aiftor imp-;';/]; 
ellmg Israel ’ (o invade Leb- n “" 
anon,...” (pg. 79) 

Clearly. Israeli Chief of 
Staff, Genera] Euan had this in 
mind when he proclaimed at 
the height of the invasion, “the 
defence of the West Bank beg- 
ins in West Beirut 1 ’. 

Mr. Chomsky is insistent 
about oae point which is often 


overlooked: without the eno- 
rmous economic, military, and 
political backing from the U.S., 
Israel could not maintain its 
rejectiouism or undertake its 
belligerent and expansionist 
-policies. American support 
■ alsp in clude ?, Mr. Chomsky 
argues, the shameful and hyp- 
ocritical ideological suppon for 
Israel inside America, 

“with Its systematic fal- 
sification of the historical 
record aad its practice of def- 
aming the Palestinians and 
• ignoring their tffinnent,...’ 1 
(pg. 393). 

The U.S. bears ultimate res- 
ponsibility for the prolongation 
of the conflict and the con- 
sequences of Israeli rej-. 
ectionism; the war in Lebanon 
being the worst manifestation 
to date. In fact, Mr. Chomsky 
speculates, U.S. -Israeli rej-. 
cctionism may have already 
precluded the possibility of a 
peaceful settlement, and con- 
tinued U.S. funding for Israeli 
settlement in the occupied ter- 
ritories “has ‘created facts* that 
cannot be changed short of a 
wax” (pg. 42). Thus, instead of 
looking forward to a just set- 
tlement, we may have to brace 
ourselves for the ugly con- 
sequences, which Mr. Cho- 
msky speculates include the 
possible expulsion of a large 
segment of the West Bank 
population, and the “con- 
version of Israel into a society 
on the South African model 
with some form of Bantustans, 
committed to regional dis- 
ruption...” (pg. 43). 

Instead of seizing upon the 
few remaining possibilities for 
a political settlement, the U.S. 
appears ready to keep its Mid- 
dle East ally in an ever inc- 
reasing state of dependency. 
Israel, for its part, will continue 
to do U.S. bidding, while acc- 
epting to live in a state of per- 
manent war.’ “Sooner or 
later,” warns Mr. Chomsky, 
“Israel wiH face military def- 
eat — it came dose to that in 
1973 — or the need to resort 
to a nuclear threat, with the 
consequences that one hes- 
itates to imagine. Short of 
that, it wtil drift towards int- 
ernal social, moral, and pol- 
itical degeneration” (pg. 
442) 

Israel has, clearly set its 
sights on hegemony, not coe- 
xistence with hs neighbours, all 
with American blessings. 

Leaving no stone upturned, 
Mr. Chomsky examines the - 
possibility that the U.S. might 
abandon its rejectionist line 
and join the international con- 
sensus, pressuring Israel to do 
likewise. He also poses a more 
likely scenario in which Israel 
take unilateral military actions 
considered to be at variance 
with U.S. interests and wishes. 
It is generaDy assumed, given 


Israel's heavy state of dep- 
endency on the U.S., that it 
would have to comply with 
U.S. dictates. In other words, 
Israel must do U.S. bidding 
whether it likes it or not. There 
• is significant evidence, Mr. 
Chomsky argues, that Israel 
could opt to bring out its “sec- 
ret weapon” : the threat to bec- 
ome a “crazy” or “wild” state. 
According to reasonmig, a 
determined Israel could thr- 
eaten (as it already has) to pose 
a direct military challenge to 
the Soviet Union, thereby tri- 
ggering a superpower sho- 
wdown which could ultimately 
bring about a nuclear war. Isr- 
ael has already hinted it has the 
capacity to hit the southern 
reaches of the Soviet Union 
with nuclear weapons. Wha- 
tever the merits of ihax threat, 

- ‘there are numerous ways in 
which Israel could provoke a 
confrontation with the USSR, 
bringing the U.S. into the con- 
flict. 

* The Middle East remains 
one of the most likely spots for 
the outbreak of World War III. 
The region has already wit- 
nessed several close enc- 
ounters between two sup- 
erpowers, and all indicators 
point to continued superpower 
tension and rivalry there in the 
future. That Israel has the mfl- 
fraiy capability to make good 
on hs threat to become a“craty ' 
state” is evident. Whether or 
not it will ever feel pressured 
enough to exercise its “Sam-- 
son” option, bringing the roof 
crashing down on everyone's 
heads, is an open question. If 
past behaviour is any ind- 
ication, there is great cause for 
alarm. 

m ■ * 

The “Fateful Triangle” has 
largely been ignored by the 
mainstream press and 
academic/mteUectual journals 
in the U.S. in marked contrast 
to its reception in Europe and 
Canada, where it was widely 
reviewed and discussed. This is 
not altogether surprising as Mr. 
Chomsky has been under att- 
ack by the establishmentarian 
intellectual community in the 
U.S. for some time now. Des- 
pite his enormous appeal, 
normally respected university 
departments have refused to 
sponsor his campus app- 
earances, which have been 
known to attract over a tho- 
usand people. When not trying 
to prevent him from speaking, 
his detractors are busy; sha- 
melessly publishing scurrilous 
and defamatory articles against 
him in “ respected” Liberal pub- 
lications. Strangely, and in 
almost OrweDian fashion, the 
man wbo at one time was hai- 
led as America’s leading int- 
ellectual by one of the cou- 
ntry’s prominent literary mag- 
azines is now held to be per- 


% sona non grow by the mai- 
* nstream academic/intellectual 
elite; a telling commentary on 
the state of this elite and the 
journals they control. 

The reasons behind the veh- 
ement attacks on Mr. Chomsky 
may not aD be apparent at first 
sight. It might be supposed that 
his public criticism of U.S. and 
Israeli policies towards the. 
.Palestinians, (a trend which . 
predates the present work by . 
several books and many art- 
icles). would account for the* 
aspersions cast on him. Such a 
conclusion certainly has merit, 
all the more so given his Jewish 
background, which places him 
in the unenviable position of 
being a “self-hating Jew” in the 
eyes of Israels fanatic Ame- 
rican supporters. Normally the 
greatest amount of vit- 
uperation is reserved for those 
Jews and Israelis courageous 
enough to question Israels pol- 
icies and actions, along with - 
those of its American ben- 
efactor, towards the Arabs. 
But Mr. Chomsky is by no 
stretch of the imagination a 
“radical” or “extremist” in the 
usual sense of those much mal- 
igned terms. He has never adv- 
ocated the destruction of the 
Jewish state. Zionist slander to 
the contrary notwithstanding. 
He was a long-time advocate of 
a bi-national Arab-Jewish 
state in Palestine, a position he 
held well after it was fas- 
hionable to do so. Being a rea- 
list, he has come to accept the 
two- state solution embodied in 
the current international con- 
sensus as the most feasible, 
though perhaps not the best, 
solution to the present imp- 
asse. This stand, among other 
factors, probably explains the 
continued strong interest in 
Mr. Chomsky’s works in Eur- 
ope and elsewhere outside the 
U.S., where the international 
consensus holds sway. His 
unequivocal support for Pal- 
estinian rights is certainly not 
echoed in equivalent support 
for the PLO, whose policies 
and actions have been sub- 
jected to criticism in some of 
his previous writings, albeit in 
proportion to that beleaguered 
organisation's role in the con- 
frontation with Israel and the 
U.S. Exactly where Mr. Cho- 
msky’s “extremism" ends and 
that of his fanatical opponents 
begins is not always clear from 
the anti-Chomsky hysteria that 
sometimes passes for "studied 
criticism” of the scholar. 

For Mr. Chomsky, careful 
scrutiny of U.S. policies and 
conduct, not to mention those 
of sta tes in general, is part of an 
intellectual's obligation “to 
speak the truth and to expose 
ties.” If people are ultimately 
responsible for the actions of 
their respective governments, 
then intellectuals have even 



greater responsibility, reasons 
Mr. Chomsky. For they "are in 
a position to expose the ties of 
governments, to analyse act- 
ions according to their causes 
and motives and often hidden 
intentions.” Intellectuals are a 
“privileged minority”, to 
whom “Western democracy 
provides the leisure, the fac- 
ilities, and the training to seek 
the truth lying hidden behind 
the veil of distortion and mis- 
representation, ideology, and 
class interest through which the 
events of current history are 
presented to us/’ Mr. Chomsky 
outlined his philosophical and 
moral position on the res- 
ponsibility of intellectuals nea- 
rly two decades ago, and he has 
faithfully adhered to it ever 
since. His principled stand has 
naturaUy placed him at odds 
with powerfully entrenched 
intellectual / academic interests, 
variously termed “articulate- 
opinion” and the “custodians 
of history” by him, who have 
expended considerable ene- 
rgies producing ideological 
obfuscation and political apo- 
logia on behalf of the state and 
its ruling elites. During the 
U.S. war in Indo-China he ear- 
ned their animosity when he 
“spoke the truth” and “exp- 
osed lies,” lies which inc- 
identally where shamelessly 
manufactured and propagated 


by this intelligentsia. 

Today, Mr. Chomsky is int- 
ernationally recognised as one 
of the leading human rights 
advocates and foreign policy 
critics in the yorld. His int- 
ellectual output is staggering, 
some 24 books and hundreds 
of articles; nearly half of his 
books deal with foreign policy, 
human rights violations, or cri- 
ticism of state policies. Mr. 
Chomsky’s “crime” in the eyes 
of Israels American apologists 
is that he lent his immense int- 
. emational status as scholar and 
human rights advocate to the 
critique of U.S. and Israel: 
state policies. In effect, Mr. 
•Chomsky slaughtered Ame- 
rica's “sacred cow”. And, if 
ever there was a myth that 
owed its considerable success 
to ideological manipulations, it 
is the myth of Israel in Ame- 
rica. Noam Chomsky has ref- 
used to play along. 

Nabeel Abraham is an Ame- 
rican Arab of Palestinian par- 
entage and a cultural ant- 
hropologist by training. He has 
taught at a number of uni- 
versities in the-.U.S., and his last 
post war visiting lecturer in ant- 
hropology at the University of 
Michigan. He is now a con- 
sultant to the American-Arab 
Anti-Discrimination Com- 
mittee. 


U.S. ‘looking into possibility 9 with joint team 


(Continued from page I) 
Reagan’s Sept. 1, 1982, initiative. 
He added that U.N. Resolution 
242 “ is one of the bedrocks of our 
position — the land- for- peace 
formula.” 

. Of the president’s initiative, 
Djerejian said, “we think that h is 
a very viable basis to move the 
peace process forward. We think it 
addresses the legitimate concerns 
and interests of both sides of the 
equation in a fair and equitable 
way.” 

He noted that Mr. Shultz will be 
meeting later this week in Was- 
hington with Jordanian Foreign 
Minister Taher A1 Masri. 

“We look forward to' those- 
talks. He is coming at a par- 
ticularly opportune time when we 
are involved in rather extensive 
consultations with all the parties 
-involved in the peace process.” 
Djerejian said. 


The deputy spokesman dec- 
lined to specifically characterise* 
the Feb. 11 agreement between- 
Jordan and the PLO on a future 
role in the peace process. 

“We obviously think there has 
to be some more movement, and 
Ambassador Murphy’s trip to the 
area will be to determine exactly 
what the situation is and what the 
possibilities are,” Djerejian said. 
He pointed out that the proposals 
which deal with the issue are add- 
ressed to many addressees. 

“The United States is involved 
in _ the peace process, but in the 
first instance, it is the Arab side 
and the Israeli side that have to sit 
down and negotiate," he said. 

■ Mr. Masri told reporters Mon- 
day that King Hussein may visit 
Washington soon to press dem- 
ands of Arab leaders for new inv- 
olvement by the Reagan adm- 


inistration in the search for a Mid- 
dle East peace. 

Mr. Masri told reporters the 
visit wfll depend partly’ on the out- 
come of talks he will hold with 
administration officials this week. 

There has been speculation that 
if and when King Hussein visits, I 
could be at the head of a joint 
delegation with Palestinians, alt- 
hough officials cautioned Monday 
that such speculation is pre- 
mature. 

In Cairo, Egyptian Minister of 
■State for Foreign Affairs Boutros 
Ghali said meanwhile, the United 
States wfll launch a new effort 
toward Middle East peace once 
the Arabs demonstrate the “pol- 
itical will” for a settlement. 

•“It depends on us (Arabs),” Dr. 
Ghali told the Associated Press. 
“If we just show that there is a 
political will and that we are ser- 


ious in our efforts,” 1 believe that 
the Americans will listen and will 
participate.” 

E>r. Ghali said “sooner or later” 
the United States will accept the 
Egyptian-Jordanian calls for a 
U.S. -Palestinian dialogue as a first 
step toward peace talks with Isr- 
ael. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Esmat Abdel Meguid on Tuesday 
briefed Saeed Kama], a Cairo- 
based PLO official close to Mr. 
Arafat, on Mr. Mubarak's talks 
with American leaders. 

“I got the impression that the 
American position came close to 
understanding the PLO- 
Jordanian agreement but did not 
commit itself 1 6 its provisions 
pending Murphy’s upcoming tour 
in the Middle East.” Mr. Kama! 
said. 

Mr. Kama], a member of the 


Palestine National Council, pra- 
ised Mr. Mubarak's peace efforts 
and said: “I think the time has 
come for Egypt ian-Palestinian 
coordination at the leadership 
level.” 

In Tel Aviv, Israeli Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir said 
Tuesday that Israel wiH be “very 
disappointed” if the United States 
agrees to meet with a joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian delegation. 

Mr. Shamir, speaking to rep- 
orters at the airport after a 10-day 
trip to Europe and Canada, said 
“Israel as made it clear that we 
oppose talks of this character.” 

"We have not yet confirmed the 
United States position, but if the 
Americans agree to such a mee- 
ting (with a joint delegation) Isr- 
ael will be very disappointed,” Mr. 
.Shamir said. 


Sidon 

residents 

threatened 

(Continued from page 1) 

In Sidon, Amai leader Mah- 
moud Faqih said: “We are sure 
this flare-up is deliberately timed 
and pan of an Israeli plan to push 
Christians further south to form a 
buffer strip for the Israelis along 
the border.” 

Mediation efforts to reconcile 
the mutineers and the Falange 
Party command made no headway 
.and the party’s politbureau has 
‘given the mediators a one-month 
•deadline to come up with a com- 
promise, the Falangist AJ Amal 
newspaper said Tuesday. 

The newspaper said the pol- 
itbureau also rejected the rebels’ 
basic demand for the election of a 
Christian parliament to run Chr- 
istian areaSi 


Genuine progress. It real ly demonstrates the difference. 

The new Mercedes mid-series saloons 200 - 300 E. 



At Amra Hotel - Amman 

March 21st to March 23rd 1985 - From 10:00 - 13:00 & 15:00 - 21:00 

The new generation of 200 - 300 E models from Mercedes-Benz will be on show. 

You are invited to come and view these completely new mid-series Mercedes-Benz’s. Cars which meet 
all the traditional Mercedes requirements, but also possess new qualities aimed at increasing enjoy- 
ment of everyday motoring; 

Superior driving quality and performance with dramatically reduced fuel consumption, a more relax- 
ing atmosphere with increased safety, value, reliability and their elegant but practical shape. 

A test drive would allow you to discover what genuine progress really means. 

0 

Mercedes - Benz 

Engineered like no other car in the world. 

T. GARGOUR & FILS COMPANY 
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Juventus, Liverpool head 

victory m New York tennis 


towards perfect final 


LONDON (R) — Juventus and Liverpool can con- 
fidently be expected to move towards their hoped-for 
meeting in the ‘perfect’ European Cup final when 
they complete unfinished business in the quarter- 
finals Wednesday night. 


Juventus. perhaps the finest 
European club never to have won 
the Champions" Cup. defend a 
three-goaJ lead away to Sparta 
Prague while holders Liverpool 
stan their home second leg tie aga- 
inst Austria Vienna on level terms 
after drawing 1-1 away. 

Only an unkind draw for the 
semifinals, or an unexpected loss 
of form, appear to stand between 
them and an Anglo-Italian sho- 
wdown in the 30th European Cup 
final in Brussels on May 29. 

Juventus have failed to light up 
the Italian first division this sea- 
son. But they have saved their best 
soccer for the European Cup and 
should comfortably defend their 
3-0 lead despite a tough snow- 
bedcvilled journey to Prague. 

Liverpool, who have risen from, 
□ear the bottom of the English 
first division to sixth, have also hit 
top form in Europe, and they will 
be looking to Ian Rush to recover 
the deadly finish which made him 
Europe's leading scorer in 1983/ 
84. 


The Welshman was missing his 
assassin's touch on Saturday when 
Liverpool lost 1-0 to Tottenham, 
their first home defeat by the 
Londoners since 1912. But he will 
thus be doubly determined to 
shoot the ‘Reds' towards their 
.fifth European Cup win against 
the 1 skilful and dangerous Aus- 
trians. 

Much will depend on the par- 
tnership Rush forms with Paul 
Walsh, deputising for suspended 
Scottish international Kenny Dal- 
glish. in Liverpool's attack par- 
ticularly as Vienna will be without 
Ewald Tuermer, who shadowed 
Rush in the first leg. 

Juventus. who were welcomed 
to Czechoslovakia by heavy sno- 
wfalls and the diversion of their 
plane to Bratislava, will need the 
comfort of their convincing lead 
after a lengthy bus ride to Prague 
late Monday night. 

But in Italian internationals . 
Gaetano Scirea, Antonio Cabrini, 
Marco Tardelli and Paolo Rossi, 
together with French midfielder 
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Michel Platini and Poland's Zbi- 
gniew Boniek. they have the 
battle-hardened men needed to 
clinch a semifinal spot. 

For Platini especially the Eur- 
opean Cup is a tantalising pro- 
spect, offering a chance to erase 
Juventus’ sad 19S3 final defeat by 
Hamburg and to complete an 
honours collection that includes 
European Championship and Cup 
Winners' Cup medals. 


But Platini is by no means Fra- 
nce's only hope of a European 
soccer triumph this season, for 
Bordeaux have travelled to the 
Soviet Union confident of rec- 
overing their best form and bea- 
ting the unpredictable Dne- 
propetrovsk. 

The two sides drew 1-1 in the 
first leg when an inspired display 
of goalkeeping by Sergei- Kra- 
kovski. and the absence of a nor- 
mal ration of luck, defied Bor- 
deaux's attack. - 

But Bordeaux, who have rec- 
ently been knocked out of the 
French Cup by Lille and lost a long 
unbeaten league record, will have 
to wait another day for revenge as 
fog has forced the game to be pos- 
tponed until Thursday. 


NEW YORK (AP) — Fifth- 
seeded Helena Sukova of Cze- 
choslovakia defeated West Ger- 
many’s Claudia Kohde-Kilsch 
7-6. 7-6 Monday night to join two 
unseeded players in the second 
round of the 5500,000 Virginia 
Slims Tennis Championship at 
Madison Square Garden. 

Earlier, Sweden's Catarina 
Lindqvist ousted fourth-seeded 
Wendy Turnbull of 'Australia 3-6, 
6-2. 6-2 and Kathy Rinaldi of the 
United States, making a com- 
eback at the age of 1 7. upset No. 8 
Carling Bassett of Canada 6-31 
6 - 2 . ‘ 

In the best-played match of the 
opening night, Sukova and 
Kohde-Kilsch battled almost eve- 
nly, with first one and then the 
other taking the advantage. But it 
was Kohde-Kilsch' s numerous 
double-faults that spelled the end 
for the talented West German. 

The two battled through the 
first 1 2 games, sending the first set 
into a tiebreaker. Sukova was at 
triple-set point, 6-3. when 
Kohde-Kilsch fought back, win- 
ning three straight points. 

But with Sukova leading 7-6. 
the 21 -year-old West German 
double-faulted. 


The fourth semifinal place will 
be taken by the winners of the 
evenly- matched Panathinaikos- 
Gothenburg tie in Greece. Alt- 
hough the Greeks hold a con- 
troversial one-goal lead, the 1982 
UEFA Cup-winning Swedes are. 
capable of snatching victory. 

In the Cup Winners’ Cup, Eve- 
rton and Dynamo Dresden defend 
three-goal leads away to Sittard 
and Rapid Vienna respectively, 
while Bayern Munich travel to 
Roma with a two-goal advantage. 


With both women playing an 
attacking, all-court game, Sukova* 
raced out to a 4-1 lead in the sec- 
ond set. But Kohde-Kilsch, bat- 
tling all the way, won five of the 
next six games to go out front 6-5. 

Sukova then held serve at love, 
the final point on a beautifully pla- 
ced backhand drop shot from the 
baseline. 

In the second-set tiebreaker, 
Kohde-Kilsch got the first mini- 
break and went up 3-1. But she 
then double-faulted for the ninth 
time in the match and Sukova fin- 
ally pulled ahead 5-3 when her 
shot hit the net and fell over. 
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PATISSERIE 


TEl: 81806! 


Urn Utheina 
Market Square 
Jabal Amman 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe furnished apartment. Three bedrooms, two 
salons plus dining room, big terrace, centrally heated 
with telephone and garage. 


• Location: Jabal Amman, Second Circle. 

For more information please call Tel: 41151 


BUILDING CONTRACTORS! 


Mechanical and electrical maintenance, overhaul 
and erection work carried out with guarantees by 
-specialists for all types of tower cranes, batching 
plants, hydraulic systems, automatic transmissions 
and similar. 


For enquiries please cal! Amman, tel. 51983 daily 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
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CHINA 

Airconditioned 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

I si Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 


Open dally 
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6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Td. 38968 


Half in anger and half in fru- 
stration. Kohde-Kilsch, seeing her 
chance of pulling the night’s third 
straight upset dwindling, slammed 
her racket into the net. 

Kohde-Kilsch won the next 
point, but Sukova then closed out 
the match by taking the next two 
points and winning the tiebreaker 
7-4, advancing into the second 
round at Madison Square Garden. 


Jahangir Khan — 4 Conqueror 
of the World’ did it again 


?y Derek Parr 

Reuter 


Rinaldi, who turned pro when 
she was 14, repeatedly beat Bas- ■ 
sett in their baseline rallies and the 
Canadian — seven months you- 
ngeE than Rinaldi — committed 
numerous unforced errors. 

With Bassett leading 3-2, Rin- 
aldi ripped off four straight games 
to capture the opening set. 

She took the first two games of ' 
the second set. breaking Bassett in 
the second game, then lost her 
own service in the third. Bassett 
broke Rinaldi again in the fifth 
game, but it was too little and 
much too late. 


Rinaldi won 10 of the last 12 
■games to advance into the second 
round. 

The seven-day tournament, 
-which culminates the year-long 
Virginia Slims series, winds up 
Sunday with a best -of- five -se ts 
final — unique in women's tennis 
— with $125,000 going to the 
winner. 

Defending champion Martina 
Navratilova of the United States, 
the No. 1 seed, is expected to play 
her first-round match Wednesday 
night against Lisa Bonder of the 
United States, while Chris Evert 
Lloyd, seeded second, will face fel-. 
low American Kathy Jordan on 
Tuesday night. 


Other first-round matchups urc- • 
lude No. 3 Hana Mandlikova of 
Czechoslovakia against Hungary's 
Andrea Temesvari, No. 6 Man- 
uela Maleeva of Bulgaria against 
Pam Shriver of the United States, 
and No. 7 Zina Garrison of the 
United States against Sylvia Han- 
ika of West Germany. 


Lindqvist, 21, whose career has 
skyrocketed this year, including a 
semifinal berth at the Virginia 
Slims of Dallas last week, started 
off slowly against Turnbull, at 32' 
the oldest player in the select field. 
But the Australian, keeping the 
ball on with slices, broke her Swe- 
dish opponent three limes in gra- 
bbing the opening set. 

It was the second time the two 
have met, and the second time* 
Lindqvist has won. 

Despite the loss, TurabuIL who 
did- not qualify for the doubles 
here this year, pocketed $7,500. 


PARIS — Jahangir Khan, whose 
name- means "Conqueror of the 
World- . lived up to it again at last 
week’s French Open Squash 
Championship and his vanquished 
rivals despair of ever beating him. 

Jahangir carved a famili ar trial 
of destruction through the tou- 
rnament, leaving battered opp- 
onents wondering if the Khan they 
had tangled with might really have' 
been Genghis. 

“He was totally devastating. It 
was the quickest and most agg- 
essive he's ever played against 
me.” said Australia’s Greg Pol- 
lard, the world number six, after a 
9-2, 9-3. 9-1 trouncing in the 
quarter-finals. 

.**1 was never really in it. He 
made virtually two mistakes thr- 
oughout the match and that was 
the number of points 1 scored, 
“said New Zealand's Stuart Dav- 
enport, Jahangir’s 9-0. 9-1, 9-1 
victim in Saturday's whirlwind 
final. 

- Even Chris Dittmar, the rugged 
Australian who took the first 
'game* off the 21-year-old world 
champion in the semifinals and led 
4-1 in the second, never felt be 
> had the measure of ihe elusive 
’ Jahangir and he lost 4-9- 9-5, 9-1, 

. 9-2. 

“I honestly don’t believe I was 
ever in controL I thought I was 
doing all the work ... it was weird 
the way it happened. I thought I 
was under so much pressure.” he 
said. 

Jahangir has not been beaten 
since April 1981 when, still only 
17 years old, he succumbed to 
Australia's Geoff Hunt in final of 
the British Open. Now, with a 
smile at occasionally dropping a 
set on the way to winning, he adm- 
its to off days “when I went to four 
games.” 

He has built his supremacy on 
rigorous dedication allied with the . 
skills he inherited in the Khan 
dynasty of bis uncle Hashim. fat- 
her Roshan and their successor 
Azam, who dominated world squ- 
ash in the 1950’s and early 1960’s. 

Jahangir sets a formidable exa- 
mple to those who would dethrone 
him, forsaking alcohol and cig- 
arettes and devoting five or six 
hours a day to training, including 
10-mile runs. 

So, what must a rival do to beat 
him? “Obviously he has to work 
harder than me .. they bave got to 
get fitter anfi fitferbecause they're 
not fit enough,” Jahangir said 



johftn g ir Khan living up to his reputation 


after the final, turning down a 
plate of biscuits with an curt “no 
sweets”. 

“It’s like long-running. They 
can’ t stay with you. I try and play a 
long game, and they can't. Fitness 
is the main thing in the game ” he 
told Reuters. 

“It comes by discipline, not 
drinking too much. If you have 
good discipline off the court, obv- 
iously you have good discipline on 
the court. You have to reach the 
ball. If you can't reach the ball, 
you can’t do anything." 

The message is clear to Dittmar. 
the left-hander from Adelaide 
who has taken a game off Jahangir 
three times and has perhaps the 
best chance of piercing his inv- 
incibility. 

“ Whoeveris going to take him is 
going to have to live, eat and drink 
squash 24 hours a day — no rub- 
bish. “He’ll have to become a 
hermit and be totally dedicated,” 
Dittmar, bom one month after 
Jahangir, said. . 

“If you've been training hard, • 
you’ll have to train extra, extra 
hard-" And then, you have to be 


sure you are prepared to“sacrifkK 
your life and good times”, he said? 

It is a demanding standard for 
players who might fancy an occ- 
asional drink. But Dittmar, keen 
to get back up the world rankings 
after slipping from second to fou- 
rth, is ambitious. 

“ T m so keen, it 1 & not funny. “ he 
said. “I can go for the next 10 
years winning the first set against 
him and then losing. I've got to be 
hard on myself (to do better). I 
hate losing.” 


Dittmar said his rival had no 
obvious weakness, though he que- 
ried Jahangir's ability to adapt to 


the rare experience of being beh-j. 


ind. “ All of a sudden he’s losing* 
and he's not used to ft,” he said.'T 
don't believe he’s going to have it 
all his own way. There are boys 
around who are going to push 
him." 


He admires Jahangir 1 s ability to 
speed up the pace of a game. “He 
.§teps up a big gear and seems to go 
I ;!ot quicker. He' cracks oft and 
-keeps the pace up all the time.” 
Dittmar said. 


furnished and UNFURNISHEI 
APARTMENTS FOR RENT 


1- A furnished apartment, consisting of two bed- 
rooms, salon, dining room, separate central hea- 
ting, telephone, car park and water well. 

2. Unfurnished apartment, consisting of three bed- 
rooms, with the same specifications of the first 
one, but without a telephone. 


FURNISHED GROUND FLOOR 
FOR RENT 


Consisting of three bedrooms, lounge, salon, two indoor ver- 
andas, wall to wall carpet, independent central heating, with 
small garden and telephone. 


Location: Abdoun 

Qall Tel. 658126 


Location: 8th Circle, behind Islamic Bank 
Annual Rent: JD 2,800 
Please call Tel: 815855 or 841628 


FOR SALE 


Available for sale. Admiral Refrigerator (18 cu. ft). Black & White 
television with antenna, furniture items, curtains in good condition. 
Furniture items include sofa sets, wardrobes, double beds, chest of 
drawers, book shell, buffet, centre-coffee tables, peg tables. 

interested parties may'see items on Thursday 21st and Saturday 
23rd between 4.00 p.m. and 6.00 p.m. at the residence of ambassador 
of India at Samir Rifai St, Malfouf Shamali, between 3rd and 4th 
circles, JabaJ Amman. Offers for individual or collective items should 
be handed over in sealed covers to Mr. M. Jayaram, attache. Emb- 
assy of ind ia, 1 st Circle, Jabal Amman by Thursday March 28, 1 985. 


NOTICE 

EMBASSY OF INDIA, AMMAN 

?PP ,icat l ion f enquiries from Indian cit- 
(grant/renewal of passports, 

MONDAY to THURSDAY and SATURDAY - BETWEEN 10:00 a.m. 
and 11:30 a jn. 


SUNDAY ' CONCUR SEBVICE COUNTER win 


TOURISMO 


3rd Circle. Jabal Amman "/ 
Opposite Akilah Hospital. 


PEKING DUCK A 
FLAMING POT FONDUE . 
ARE OUR SPECIALITIES 


VISIT SOON! 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 PM 
6:00 PM to Midnight 


CHINA 
RESTAURAN 

ADOVt HOMAM 

SUPERMARKET 

The first and best Chinese 
restaurant 
in Aqaba 

Take'- away service ava- 
ilable 

Open daily'l 1 JO "0:30 -and 6:30 
11:00 


" CROWN 
INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 


packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


Tel. 41093 


AQABA, Tel. 4415 




Cinema 

CONCORD 


Cinema 




Tel: 44092-44280 
677420 


Tel: 22117 


Cinema 

RAINBOW 

Tel: 25155 


Cinema. 


Cinema 


Cinema 


OPERfi I PALESTINE 1RR0HRDRN 


Tel: 22117 


Tel: 22198 




TIGHTROPE 

(Colour) 


I AM THE REPTILE-KILLER 


(Arabic) 


KISS ME 
GOOD BYE 



AS 


1- PRICE OF DUTY 
.2- ALL-CONQUEROR 


Performances 3:30, 6;/J 

8:30. 10:30 


(Colour) 

Performances: 72-3 - 5:30-8 


(Colour) 




gUnoqpJF 


(Colour) 


3:30 6.00 8:30 10:30 p.m. 


Abdali, behind ALIA offices 


. • ■ . (Colour) 

Performances: 12-3-7 B Performances: 1 2-3-5 


Shorn* 3JO/8/8.30/W.15 * 

TEL. 34144-34*48 ^ 

++ ★ ir ★ * * ie 














Economy 



London Exchange rates 


LONDON (R) — Followiagare the buying and selling' rates for 
leading world currencies and gold a gains t the dollar at midday on 
Xbe London foreign exchange and bullion nurlrw T ue s da y. 


One sterling 1. 1 370/80 

One US. dollar 13770/80 

3,2900/30 
3.7170/7200 
* . 2.7955/85 
66.05/15 
10.0600/0700 
2080.0/5.0 
25S.6Q/75 
93550/3750 
9.3975/4175 
11.7525/7725 
One ounce of gold 308.75/30930 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollars 
West German mar ks 
Dutch guilders' 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — Stock prices closed mixed with trading thin 
ahead of the U.K. budget due Tuesday, dealers said- At 1500 
GMT the F.T. 30 index was down 0.9 at 994.5 and the FTSE 100 
index at 1530 GMT was off 0.4 at 1,299.9. 

■ The strength of sterling failed to attract buying interest while 
export conscious companies tended lower, with ICI off 20p at 777 
and Jaguar finishing 1 5p down at 342. The easier dollar and steep 
rise in bullion price saw gold shares move sharply higher, with 
Randfontein up $6 at 97%. 

Government bonds stretched early rises to % point in long 
dates reflecting firmer sterling. North Americans eased. 

Among companies reporting figures Tuesday, Barran Dev- 
elopments rose 12p to 78p on hopes that its private housing 
decline has been arrested. 

Allied Irish was unchanged at 1 13 after Monday’s sharp fall, 
while other banks were mixed. In firm insurances. Royal was 1 2p 
higher at 608. Oils were mixed with Shell down 17p at 738 but 
B.P. rose 3p to 536. 

Stores were mostly firmer with Woolwonh up 12p at 687. 
Hawker Siddeiey rose 16p to 417. 





from the Carroll Rfghter Institute 


• FORECAST FOR WED., MARCH 20, 1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Until the sun goes down, 
this is a day when there ran be a considerable number 
of upsets with much confusion about just how to reduce 
ideas to a workable reality. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19} You are flustered by 
private worries, so remain calm, otherwise you can make 
serious errors which prove to be expensive. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) A pal who hug serious 
worries may have little time to listen to your own, so 
be patient and more self-reliant 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Try not to irk those who 
have power over you and be sure to handle your work 
' carefully and get right results. 

• ■ MOON' CHILD REN ( June 22Tio J liL 21) Don’t jump 
into that new interest you know little about until you 
have studied every phase thoroughly. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) You had better study your 
obligations well before you try to solve them if you want 
to get good results. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Not a good day to com? 
to an agreement with a partner, so bide your time. Study 
his or her side of the situation. 

. LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct 22) Make only wise im- 
provements at home instead erf radical ones. Study 
monetary statements for accuracy. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Be sure to stick to 
amusements that are not too costly otherwise you could 
get into trouble. Get special work completed. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Trying to make 
radical changes at home could bring you trouble there 
at this time. The evening is romantic. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You find that com- 
municating with others is fraught with delays and prob- 
lems, but you handle them easily. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Not a good day to 
delve into property or monetary matters since your 
thinking is not at its best now. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Although you feel 
discontented, persevere in what you are doing and get 
good results just the same. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
have a knack for getting into situations quite' different 
from the norm, so early teach self-reliance in order to 
rise above them. Give as fine an education as you can 
and upon maturity, your progeny does well in real estate. 


THE Daily Crossword by Bernard Meren 


ACROSS 
1 F arbor 
5 Bartafc 
9 Prayer wheel 
user 

13 Nose around 

14 Elevator man 

15 Bedouin head 
cord 

16 Plano novelty 
song 

IB Brainchild 

20 One — million 

21 Lon-hand page 

22 Conte 

24 TV performer 
26 goes by" 

29 Dry cleaning 
employees 

33 Sen. Thurmond 

34 Garde nor at 

limes 

35 Oorts or Dennis 

36 Convention 
VIPs 

40 Overhead 
trains 

41 Before: prel. 

42 Stephen 
Vincent — 

43 — from 
(belittles) 

46 Removes suds 

47 CM-chl 

48 Twosome 
49- Meager 

52 Moke lace 

53 Eye part 
57 Mayor's gift 

to a VIP 
$1 Swiss rfvar 

62 v«acr— 

63 Good — 

(trice guy) 

64 Stepped heavily 

65 At no time to 
poets 

66 Ernie — 

DOWN 

1 Arthurian lady 

2 Be too fond 

3 Margin scribble 
> 4 Zoo att rac tion 

5 Pioneer of yora 

6 Lab burner 

7 Ignited 
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8 Residue 

9 LA. live 

10 Antkpier 

11 Diamond greet 

12 <n addition 

13 Schuss . 

17 Air. river 

IB Holiday limes 

23 Shot end shell 

24 Biarritz 
btintze 

25 At this place 

26 Inquired 

27 Inscribed stone 

28 Rendezvous 
2B Matts 

30 BKssful abodes 

31 Peep show 

32 Methods: abbr. 
34 Writer of 

children's 

boohs 

37 Diplomacy . 

38 N ichor* 
protagonist 

39 Derby site 
44 Graded 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 



45 Comic John son 

46 Baseball great 

48 Stamping 
machine 

49 RBI or ERA 

50 Bumtoa 
crisp 

51 Flying prefix 


52 Bag type 

54 Pill container 

55 Feminine enting 

56 Pro vote 

58 Urge 

59 Half ally 

60 Psychic 
initials - 


U.S. media giants merging 


NEW YORK (R) — Capital Cit- 
ies Communications said Monday 
it was buying American Bro- 
adcasting Companies for S3.5 bil- 
lion in what Wall Street had pre- t 
viotisly thought was a nearly imp-' 
osable deal — the takeover of a 
major television network. 

The announcement that Capita) 
Cities, a media giant in its own 
right with television and radio sta- 
tions, newspapers and magazines, 
would take over American Bro- 
adcasting Companies (ABC) 
came after almost three months of 
discussions and sent the network's 
stock soaring by over S3 1 a share 
to overS 105. 

' Hie announcement came only a 
week after a major shakeup of 
ABCs top management to deal 
with the decline this season in its 
number of viewers to third and last 
place, behind CBS and NBC. 

ABC Chairman Leonard Gol- 
denson told reporters his company 
did not base its decision to merge 
on speculation that ABC could be 
the target of a corporate raider or 
subject of a hostile takeover. 

Mr. Goldenson said tec- 
hnological advances and the need 
to keep abreast of changes in the 
field of broadcasting and pub- 
lishing made for a logical merger. 


Commenting on the network’s 
recent ratings slump, Mr, Gol- 
denson said this too was not a rea- 
son the company looked to an out- 
sider. 

Analysts said the merger, if 
approved by both regulators and 
shareholders, woold expose other 
undervalued broadcasting com- 
panies to possible mergers and 
takeovers. 

The two companies Monday 
said ABC and Capital Cities, 
which despite not being a national 
network has media assets as large 
as those of ABC. would be merged 
into a new company. Capital 
•Cities- ABC Inc. 

ABC shareholders would rec- 
eive $ 1 1 8 a share and about S3 in 
a fractional warrant to buy stock in 
Capital Cities. 

CBS. NBC and ABC have long 
been considered complicated tak- 
eover or merger targets by Wall 
Street because of the heavy gov- 
ernment regulation governing 
their operations. 

Wall Street analysts said a rec- 
ent comment by an official of the 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission that a network acquisition 
would not have to be difficult or 
take a long time turned investor 
attention to broadcast stocks. 


CBS has been surrounded by 
takeover speculation in recent 
weeks, including one by a rig- 
htwing group unhappy with its 
news reporting. 

“If s now likely something is to 
emerge with CBS. This deal bre- 
aks the ice." said Mr. Edward 
Atorino, an analyst with the bro- 
kerage house of Smith Barney, 
Harris Upbam and Co. 

In a statement released jointly 
by ABC and Capital Cities Mon- 
day, the companies said their boa- 
rds of directors had approved the 
merger plans. 

ABC reported revenues in 1 984 
of S3.7 billion and profits of SI 95 
million. 

Besides the network, ABC 
owns television stations in New 
York. Chicago. Detroit Los Ang- 
eles and San Francisco, as well as 
12 radio stations in major met- 
ropolitan markets. 

It also owns and operates a pub- 
lishing business and a film-making 
company. 

Capital Cities, which reported 
1984 profits of S J 35.2 million on 
revenues of S939.7 million, owns 
seven television stations. 1 2 radio 
stations, eight daily newspapers, 
nine weeklies and several cable 
television systems. 


Arab Banking Corporation takes 
75% stake in Hong Kong bank 


BAHRAIN (R) — The Bahrain- 
based Arab Banking Corporation 
(ABC), which last year took over 
a big Spanish bank, took control 
Tuesday of a bank in Hong Kong. 

ABC president and chief exe- 
cutive Mr. Abdulla Saudi told 
Reuters h took 75 per cent stake 
in Sun Hung Kai Bank Limited 
(SHK Bank), a subsidiary of Sun 
Hung Kai Company Limited. 

He said ABC. jointly owned by 
the governments of Kuwait. Libya 
and Abu Dhabi, would pay 360 
million Hong Kong dollars (S46 
million) for its stake. 

SHK Bank, with 1 6 branches in 
Hong Kong, has assets of 3.4 bil- 
lion HK dollars (S436 million) 
and customer deposits of 2.5 bil- 
lion HK dollars (S320 million). 

Mr. Saudi said the acquisition 
was pan of ABC s strategy to div- 
ersify its assets and liabilities into 
areas of the world where it did not 
already have a strong presence. 

“If s part of our straiegy. - We 


are looking for what we see as 
complementary businesses." he 
said. 

Last year. ABC took a 70 per 
cent stake in Spain's Banco Ad- 
antico S.A. and it holds a 93.5 per 
cent stake in Arab Banking 
Corporation- Daus and Company 
of Frankfurt and ABC-Banque 
International de Monaco. 

Mr. Fung King Hey. a rags- 
to-riches Hong Kong ent- 
repreneur who is chairman of Sun 
Hung Kai Company Limited, will 
keep a 25 per. cent stake in SHK 
Bank. He has agreed to convert a 
loan he has made to the bank of. 
1 20 million HK dollars (S 1 5.4 mil- 
lion) into new shares. 

In addition, ABC will give SHK 
Bank a loan of 372 million HK 
dollars ($48 million), which will 
pay interest of eight per cent a 
year. The loan will be convertible 
into shares if ABC wants to boost 
the SHK Bank's capital in future 


years. Mr. Saudi said. 

Mr. Fung owns 28.8 per cent of 
the company selling SHK Bank, 
while Merrill Lynch and Company 
of the U.S. and France's Cora- 
pagnie Financiere de Paris et Des 
Pays-Bas (Paribas) hold 25.5 per 
cent each. 

The two foreign companies inc- 
reased their stake from 20 percent 
in October 1983. when they inj- 
ected capita] to stave off a thr- 
eatened run on the bank. 

Mr. Fung, who came to Hong 
Kong penniless refugee after the 
communist takeover in China in 
1948. built a huge financial emp- 
ire in the colon/ s boom years of 
the 1960s and 1970s. 

His group faced increasing pro- 
blems, however, as the Hong 
Kong property boom began to fal- 
ter. and earlier this month also 
sold its stake in a local television 
station for 480 million HK dollars 
($.61 ,5 million). 


UNCTAD seeks U.S., USSR support 


GENEVA (R) — A senior U.N. 
official T uesday called on the Uni- 
ted States and the Soviet Union to 
ratify an agreement to set up a 
$750 million fund to finance int- 
ernational commodity agreements 
and reduce price volatility. 

Mr. AlisieT McIntyre, acting 
head of the secretariat of the U.N. 
Conference on Trade And Dev- 
elopment (UNCTAD), said res- 
haping the troubled world com- 
modity sector was a major task 
facing the main United Nations 
body concerned with Third World 
development. 

He spoke at a news conference 
shortly before addressing a reg- 
ular two-week session of the 
127-nation UNCTAD board. 

It was essential that the United 
States and the Soviet Union be 


persuaded to ratify a 1980 agr- 
eement that set up the so-called 
“Common Fund" to secure the 
necessary directly * contributed 
capital to make it operative. Mr. 
McIntyre said. 

“The commodity situation is 
desperately weak, and there is no 
evidence of a recovery taking 
place in commodity prices," he 
.said, calling for a decisive effort by 
the board to get the fund set up. 

The UNCTAD board met only 
a few days after efforts by a U.N. 
conference to negotiate a new 
world cocoa price pact foundered. 

The Common Fund agreement 
must be ratified by at least 90 cou- 
ntries — 84 have already done so 
— contributing two-third of dir- 
ectly contributed capital of $470 
million, before the fund can bec- 


ome operative. 

The U.S.. which would con- 
tribute 15 per cent of this total, 
signed the accord but has not rat- 
ified it, although 1 7 Western ind- 
ustrialised countries have done so. 
The Soviet Union and its com- 
munist partners have also not rat- 
ified. 

Mr. McIntyre said the Common 
Fund had acquired new sig- 
nificance in the present troubled 
situation in the commodity sector. 

“Producers, consumers, ban- 
kers and traders should have an 
institutional focal point which can 
be in touch with them on a con- 
tinuing basis and can give them 
insights into strengthening the 
commodity economy," Mr. Mc- 
Intyre added. 


Riyadh to improve services 


RIYADH (R) — Saudi Arabian Finance and Eco- 
nomy Minist er Mo hamm ad Aii Abal Khail was quo- 
ted Tuesday as saying the kingdom’s policy of red- 
ucing public spending was aimed at improving ser- 
vices for its people. 


He also told the Jeddah-based 
newspaper Okaz that Saudi Ara- 
bia wanted to regulate its imports 
in tune with market needs but did 
not envisage imposing custom dut- 
ies on them. 

Sheikh Abal Khali's remarks 
came a few days ahead of the 
Saudi Arabian budget for the next 
financial year. The budget, exp- 
ected to Mill for a squeeze on gov- 
ernment expenditure, is due to be 
announced on Thursday or Fri- 
day. 

“The reduction in government 
spending aims at improving ser- 
vices for our people ... we also 
want to be more selective about 
imports depending on market 
needs and conditions,” Sheikh 
Abal Khail said. 

In answer to a question on Riy- 
adh's reaction to the imposition of 
customs tariffs on Saudi pet-' 
rochemicaJs in, Europe, Sheikh 
Abal Khail said: “ We do not work 
by retaliation. Talks with the Eur- 
opean Community (EC) are going 
in the right direction." 

The EC and Gulf countries held 
talks on the dispute in Bahrain last 
month, but apparently achieved 
little progress. 


Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia's 
state oil company (petromin) does 
not plan further expansion after 
two refineries currently under 
construction come on stream, its 
governor Sheikh Abdul Hadi A1 
Taher said Tuesday. 

Sheikh Taher told the English- 
language daily Arab News the 
250,000 barrel-per-day (b/d) 
Petromin -Royal Dutch Shell plant 
at the industrial port of Jubail 
would go on stream next month. 
The 325,000 b/d Rabigh export 
refinery, 50 per cent managed by 
Petrola of Greece, would be ope- 
rational next year. 

“The coming five-year dev- 
elopment plan (1985-1990) will 
probably not include any plans for 
expansion- But the company will 
continue to develop its human 
resources," Sheikh Taher said. 

Sheikh Taher said the first 
phase of a planned pipeline lin- 
king Iraq's southern fields and 
Saudi Arabia's east-west line 
would be connected west of Abq- 
aiq fields near the Gulf coast and 
will handle 500.000 b/d. He did 
not say when it will be connected. 

The planned link-up is the first 
stage of a project eventually inv- 


olving construction of 9 pipeline 
for a Red Sea outlet for Iraqi oil 
with a capacity of 1 .6 million b/d. 

Bonk shows lower profit 

On the other hand, continuing a 
trend of reduced earnings among 
Saudi banks, reported a Saudi Bri- 
tish Bank Tuesday substantial fall 
in profits. 

The bank. 60 per cent owned by 
Saudi shareholders and 40 per 
cent by the Hongkong and Sha- 
nghai Banking Corporation, said 
1984 profits were 100.4 million 
Saudi riyals ($27.8 million), down 
25.8 per cent from 1983. 

Total assets rose 8.2 per cent to 
7.25 billion riyals ($2 billion) at 
the end of the year, while loans 
increased 18.6 percent to 3.42 bil- 
lion riyals ($947 million). 

In its statement, published in 
Sauui newspapers, the bank said 
the loans figure excluded pro- 
visions made for doubtful debts 
but did not say how much the pro- 
visions were. 

Customer deposits rose 14 per 
cent io 5.38 billion riyals (S1.49 
billion I. But deposits from banks 
in Saudi Arabia fell 39 per cent to 
367.2 million riyals (S 101.7 mil- 
lion), while foreign bank deposits 
fell 64.8 per cent to 69.1 million 
($19-1 million). 

The bank proposed a lower div- 
ided of 60 million riyals (SI 6.6 
million) for 1984 against 67.2 mil- 
lion ($18.6 million) in 1983. 


Canadian 
computer team 
due in A m man 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A six-member team 
representing the computer ind- 
ustry in Canada is expected to arr- 
ive Friday on a three-day visit 
aimed at meeting computer users 
and others interested in the tec- 
hnology and its application in Jor- 
dan. 

The team, led by Mr. PierTe 
Lalonde. a senior official of Can- 
ada's Department of Regional and 
Industrial Expansion (formerly 
the ministry of industry), includes 
prominent businessmen and exp- 
erts in the North American cou- 
ntry’s computer industry. 

During the course of their visit, 
members of the delegation are 
scheduled to meet with students 
and teaching staff of the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, in addition to 
actual users of Canadian com- 
puter systems in Jordan. 

Canada caters to a number of 
diversified computer req- 
uirements including information 
processing, educational systems, 
word processors, micro- 
computers. data communications, 
business and educational sof- 
tware, Arabic/ Lai in mic- 
rocomputer terminals and sof- 
tware. 

The University of Waterloo, 
one of the leading universities in 
Canada, is a producer of computer 
software for business, general 
education and university app- 
lications. The delegation will inc- 
lude a representative of the uni- 
versity, in addition to leading 
manufacturers such as GandaJf. 
Cognos. AES and TKJ. 


Peanuts 



YOUR SUPPER 
15 GOING TO 
BE FIVE 
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Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 



Andy Capp 


I'VE STILL GOTSQME 
SHOPPING 70 DO., PET 
WOULDVOU 

LAUNDRETTE 



HELLO# HEUO. 
I THINK WETi, 
BETTSR 
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OPEC ministers review 
price support efforts 


GENEVA (R) — An OPEC 
committee chaired by Saudi Ara- 
bian Oil Minister Ahmad Zaki 
Yamani began a meeting Tuesday 
to review efforts to support world 
oil prices by limiting production. 

The five-member ministerial 
executive council is expected to 
.study the progress of an auditing 
scheme set up to monitor the out- 
put of OPECs 1 3 member states. 

OPEC (Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries) dec- 
ided at a conference here in Dec- 
ember to establish the system. 
Auditors from the Amsterdam- 
based firm Klynveld Kraayenhof 
• have since visited some but not all 
OPEC states. 

“We shall be reviewing January 
and February statistics.” OPEC 
Acting Secretary General Fadhil 
Al Chalabi told Reuters. 

In addition to Sheikh Yamani. 
the committee includes the oil 
ministers of the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Indonesia. Nigeria and 
Venezuela. 

OPECs current self-imposed 
output ceiling is 16 million barrels 
per day (b/d). The committee will 
be looking to see if any member 
has been producing more than its 
quota. 

There axe no sanctions at the 
committee's disposal if countries 
overproduce but it hopes the 
embarrassment of being caught 
"cheating” will be enough to keep 
members in line. 

Latest statistics show OPEC 
members are keeping close to 
their quotas. The International 
Energy Agency’s (IE A) latest 
report suggests that in February 


OPEC produced some 300.000 
b/d above the 16 million b/d cei- 
ling. 

The most recent edition of the 
authoritative oil industry new- 
sletter Middle East Economic 
Survey puts February production 
at 255,000 b/d above the quota 
after January production fell as 
low as 14.7 million b/d. 

At a news conference in Saudi 
Arabia Monday, Sheikh Yamani 
said the group's March production 
was running at the ceiling level of 
16 million b/d. 

Indonesian Oil Minister Sub- 
roto told reporters that although 
oil demand usually went down 
during the second quarter of the 
year, he hoped destocking by 
major oil companies during the 
end of 1984 and start of 1985 
would force them onto the market 
in the spring to rebuild their 
stocks. 

“ I expect the restocking in the 
second quarter will mitigate the 
weakness of the market,” he told 
reporters. 

Meanwhile, industry sources 
expect the committee to discuss, at 
least informally. last week’s sur- 
prise move in London to abolish 
the state-owned British National 
Oil Corporation (BNOC). 

Although analysts have said oil 
price stability could be harmed by 
the demise of BNOC, whose pri- 
cing policies were seen as sup- 
porting OPEC, Sheikh Yamani 
said it might not be a negative 
development if the move dis- 
couraged small North Sea pro- 
'ducers from extracting oil as fast 
as they could. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



'They've gone too far. It's an award show 
for TV's best car crash bloopers!" 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter lo each square, to form 
four ordinary words- 


ESSES 




HI 


TADUN 



□ 

□ 

11 


TUSHIA 



u 

u 



DOYLC 

IB 

nz 



HOW YOU SOMETIMES 
EKIP UP IF 
YOU 60 ALL OUT. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


rmm 


Yesterday's 


Jumbles: GUILD ARRAY 


Answer What he called those 

him— A "GRAND" JURY 


(Answers tomorrow} 
INJURY PARDON 

who acquitted 



















\U 



U.S. trying for MX 


‘trump card’, Soviets say 


MOSCOW (AP) — The Communist Party daily 
Pravda on Tuesday restated Soviet willingness to 
reach arms accord in Geneva but accused the United 
States of pursuing an MX missile “trump card'’ 
with which to pressure the Soviet Union. 


The U.S. Senate was to decide 
Tuesday whether 10 approve Pre- 
sident Ronald Reagan's plan to 
add 100 MX missiles to the Ame- 
rican nuclear arsenal. A 51-5- 
billion allocation has been app- 
roved by the Senate Armed Ser- 
vices Committee, and majority 
leader Robert Dole has predicted 
endorsement by the full Senate. ^ 

"The USSR's principled, con- 
sistent policy opens the way for 
constructive accords at the 
Soviet-U.S. talks on space and 
nuclear arms, which have begun in 
Geneva." Pravda said, after rep- 
eating Kremlin claims that it does 
not seek military superiority over 
the United States. 

"But the USSR is only one of 
the negotiators. And very much 
depends on the stand of the other 
side." Pravda said. 

"The international public has 
not failed to note the fact that, 
even before representatives of the 
USSR and the USA took their 
seats at the negotiating table, the 
lawmakers that sit in Was- 
hington's Capitol began to feel a 
most strong pressure." wrote 
commentator Vitaly Korionov. 

"The U.S. press reports that the 
U.S. administration feverishly 
seeks ... the allocation of new 
funds for MX missiles." the new- 
spaper said. "Congressmen are 
being ... told that the allocation of 
funds will ostensibly give the U-S. 
delegation in Geneva a trump card 
for pressure on the Russians." 

In Geneva U.S. and Soviet arras 


control negotiators met Tuesday 
for their second substantive ses- 
sion on reducing the threat of nuc- 
lear and space war, one week after 
the calks opened. 

The American negotiators arr- 
ived at the Soviet mission shortly 
after 1 1:00 a.m. (1000 GMT) and 
said nothing to waiting reporters. 
Reporters were not allowed to' 
enter the mission. 

A U.S. spokesman said the 
meeting was a "joint plenary ses- 
sion" of 2 1 delegates on each side. 
How long it would last was unk- 
nown. 

The talks will be broken into 
three areas — long-range nuclear 
missiles, medium-range rockets 
and space and defensive weapons 
systems. The logistics of the sep- 
arate working group meetings 
have not been announced, but the 
U.S. spokesman said last week the 
three groups would begin fun- 
ctioning "very shortly." 

The most recent meeting bet- 
ween the delegations — the first 
joint plenary session dealing with 
substantive issues — was held last 
Thursday at (he Geneva hea- 
dquarters of the U.S. Arms Con- 
trol and. Disarmament Agency, 
about 2 kilometres from the Sov- 
iet mission on Geneva's Avenue 
de la Paix (Avenue of Peace). 

At that meeting, which lasted 
two hours, the delegation heads 
made opening statements and a 
discussion followed, a U.S. spo- 
kesman said at the time. 

The talks opened two days ear- 


lier with a get-acquainted session 
between Victor Karpov, the chief 
Sovier negotiator, and the U.S. 
team of Max Kampelman, the lea- 
der. John Tower and Maynard 
Glitman. 

The delegations were expected 
to alternate their meetings bet- 
ween U.S. and Soviet quaners. 
The first round was expected to 
last until late ApriL when both 
delegations would return to their 
capitals for consultations, then 
return to Geneva. Each del- 
egation comprises about SO peo- 
ple. 

Meanwhile President Reagan, 
bolstered by victory in a key com- 
mittee, is applying full pressure to 
win Senate approval for the pro- 
duction of 21 more multi- 
warhead MX intercontinental 
ballistic missiles. 

He even wooed one or two wav- 
ering senators for what is expected 
to be a close vote with telephone 
calls from his plane Monday as he 
returned from a visit to Canada. 

The Senate, controlled by Mr. 
Reagan's Republican Party, pla- 
nned a vote on releasing $1 .5 bil- 
lion for production of the 10- 
warhead missiles. 

Mr. Reagan's prospects of win- 
ning moved sharply ahead Mon- 
day when the key Senate Armed 
. Services Committee voted 1 1 -6 to 
release the funds. 

But he maintained his pressure 
on wavering senators, scheduling 
a lunch with Republican leaders in 
Congress only, hours before the 
vote. 

He also made "one or two lob- 
bying calls” from Air Force One 
Monday on his way home from the 
"Shamrock summit" with Can- 
adian Prime Minister Brian Mul- 
roney. a White House spokesman 
said. 


Scientist says nuclear test 
in Australia was unsafe 


LONDON (Agencies) — The 
man who designed and tested Bri- 
tain's first nuclear bombs in Aus- 
tralia in the 1950s has said that at 
least one of the devices was exp- 
loded in unsafe conditions. 

Lord Penney, former head of 
British Atomic Weapons Res- 
earch, told the final day here of a 
seven -week official Australian 
inquiry that with hindsight the 
bomb at Emu. Southern Aus- 
tralia. in 1953 should not have 
been fired. 

He told the lawyer helping the 
commission that the decision was 
based on wrong meteorological 
information. 

The inquiry is looking into all- 
egations that soldiers and abo- 
rigines in the remote test areas 
were exposed to dangerous levels 
of radioactivity. 

The Royal’ Australian Com- 
mission also heard how Lord Pen- 
ney had written to the British gov- 
ernment in 1955 saying officials 
should wait a few days before pro- 
viding the Australians with sam- 
ples. so that some of the short- 
lived isotopes would decay. 

Answering questions from the 
lawyer helping the commission. 
Lord Penney said the decision was 
based on wrong meteorological* 
information. 

Asked to explain his reluctance 
to hand over samples to the Aus- 
tralians. Lord Penney said he tho- 
ught he may have been concerned 
that the government there would 
gain clues about Britain’s 
A-bomb design. 

Twelve nuclear devices were 


tested in Australia. 

At Monday’s hearing, a 30- 
year-old p3per produced by a 
Harwell Atomic Research Centre 
scientist revealed that Scotland 
was also considered as a testing 
sight but ruled out because there 
was too-much rainfall 


The British Defence” Ministry 
said Monday night that scientists 
once considered carrying out tests 
in Scotland which would have rel- 
eased into the atmosphere radio- 
active materials used in atomic 
bombs. 

But it denied a report that "an 
atomic bomb-type explosion" was 
ever contemplated in the Scottish 
high lands. 

The denial followed angry rea- 
ction from a Scottish legislator. 

The British domestic news age- 
ncy Press Association had rep- 
orted that the paper disclosed that 
scientists had seriously considered 
‘exploding an atomic bomb near 
Wick on Scotland’s north east 
coast but decided against it bec- 
ause it rained too much there. 


But a ministry press officer said 
later: "There was a proposal in the 
1 950s to carry out experiments in 
the Wick area involving the rel- 
ease of short-life radio-active 
material: This was polonium ... 
polonium releases alpha particles 
which generate neutrons to start a 
nuclear reaction going. This was 
not an atomic bomb- type exp- 
losion. 

"The proposal was not pro- 
ceeded with as it was decided that 
Wick was not a suitable site.” 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 


V 1W rnbun* Mean Semtss. Inc 


THE TALE OF THE SIX OF SPADES 


DEAR READERS: We have had 
m may requests over tke years for 
those bonds we consider to be our 
favorites. That makes quite a list. 
For the time being, therefore, we 
are devoting the Sunday column to 
a series of famous hands. At the end 
of the series, we will go back to 
our weekly question and answer 
column. 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

♦ KS73 
? J532 

J974 

♦ 10 

WEST EAST 

♦ 6 4 A 109 

0 10876 V KQ9 

0 Q 62 OK 10853 

4KQ954 4J2 

SOUTH 
4QJ542 
?A4 
0 A 

4A8763 
The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 
14 Pass 2 ♦ 3 0 

4 4 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Two of 0 . 


He was on the short side with a 
pronounced pot belly, and dressed 
all in black. But there was a twinkle 
in his eye that belied his sober 
appearance. 

“These brilliant plays are all very 
well." he said, “but frankly, reading 
about thorn bores me after a while- 
Give me something with a touch of 


humor, any day. Like the time I 
took a trick by sheer force! 

“It was at the Summer North 
American Championships in 
W ashington, a few months back. My 
niece, the Five of Clubs, had in- 
sisted that we try our hands at 
duplicate. Not my cup of tea. I was 
shut up in a small box with 12 other 
cards, none of whom I knew. Then 
we were jerked out and the auction 
began. In no time we were de- 
fending (our spades, and my hand 
led his partner’s suit. 

"Declarer .woo the ace of 
diamonds, cashed the ace of dubs 
and continued with a dub and ruff- 
ed low in dummy. Declarer ruffed a 
diamond, then tried to ruff another 
dub in dummy. My partner overruf- 
fed and led another diamond for 
declarer to ruff. Declarer tried to 
ruff another dub with the king, but 
he was overruffed and still another 
diamond came baek. Declarer had to 
ruff high. 

"Undaunted, declarer tried to 
ruff his fifth club on the table. He 
was overruled, and the fifth dia- 
mond was led. Declarer realized it 
would be futile to rufT low. so he 
trumped with the queen. He cashed 
the ace. and exited with a heart.- 
Partner won and led his last heart, 
and I took the 13th trick! 

“Strange game bridge. Trumps 
were never led. and our side scored 
Tour trump tridu and 1 heart for 
down two. To cap it all, I would 
probably have played the hand in 
the same way." 


Canada, 

U.S. may 
develop 
joint defence 



Reagan wants summit with Gorbachev 


OUEBEC CITY (R) — President 
Reagan is ready for a summit mee- 
ting with new Soviet leader Mik- 
hail Gorbachev but says the Uni- 
ted States must deal realistically 
with ‘’Communist oppression." 

“We are ready to work with the 
Soviet Union for more con- 
structive relations. We all want to 
hope that last week's change of 
leadership in Moscow will open up 
new possibilities," he said. 

But he also said: "We must 
remember that the Soviet record 
of compliance with past agr- 
eements has been poor.” 

Mr. Reagan was in Quebec for 
talks with Canadian Prime Min- 
ister Brian Mulroney. who gave 
him a positive assessment of Mr. 
Gorbachev. Mr. Mulroney met 
the new Kremlin leader last week 
in Moscow after the funeral of 
President Konstantin Chernenko. 

Mr. Reagan said Moscow had 
violated the Yalta Agreement, the 


Geneva Chemical Weapons Con- 
vention, SALT -2. the Anti- 
Ballistic Missile (ABM) Treaty 
and the Helsinki Human-Rights 
Accord. 

"The weight of the world is str- 
uggling to shift away from the dre- 
ary failures of Communist opp- 
ression." he said. 

U.S. officials denied Mr. Rea- 
gan was returning to the harsh rhe- 
toric of his first term during which 
he called the Soviet Union “an evil 
empire," but instead was being 
realistic. 

"In order to meet the Soviet 
Union, you don’t have to share 
their views ... the president bel- 
ieves that if Mr. Gorbachev is 
ready, they could have a sub- 
stantive meeting." one official 
said. 

Mr. Reagan has invited Mr. 
Gorbachev to meet at a mutually 
convenient time and the official 
said: "The ball is in their court." 


In a joint statement with Mr. 
Mulroney after their meeting 
here. Mr. Reagan said: ** Dialogue 
and negotiation between the Uni- 
ted States and the Soviet Union at 
Geneva (where arms control talks 
have resumed) provide a historic 
opportunity to set East- West rel- 
ations on a more secure fou- 
ndation." 

The two men. who have dev- 
eloped a close personal rapport, 
hailed the summit as an out- 
standing success. They signed a 
SI. 2 billion agreement to mod- 
ernise North America’s early war- 
ning radar system for tracking a 
possible attack by Soviet bombers 
and cruise missiles over the Arctic 
Circle. 

They also appointed envoys to 
deal with the problem of acid ram. 
which Canada says originates 
from pollution in the United Sta- 
tes and is threatening Canadian 
lakes and forests. 


Kohl’s 
party bids 
for wider 


support 


in 


ESSEN. West Germany (R) 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl's Chr- 
istian Democratic Union (CDU) 
gathered for a congress in Essen 
Tuesday aimed at broadening^ the 
party’s appeal follwoing serious 
setbacks in regional elections. 

Controversy within the CDLTs 
own ranks over the main con- 
ference topics appeared to thr- 
eaten the leadership's hopes of 
presenting an image of party unity 
midway through Mr. Kohl's terra 
of office. ,. . 

The three-day congress, which 
formally opens Wednesday, 
devoted to ways of improving 
status of women in society and dis- 
cussing a proposal by CDU lea- 
ders to support working mothers 
by boosting maternity leave pay- 
ments. 

The party hopes to halt a slide 
its support among women and 
widen its electoral base following 
defeats in two regional polls last 
week. 

.Officials say the congress will 
piay a vital role in paving the way 
for general elections due in 1987 
and should convey an image of 
unity and dynamism to the West 
German public. 

Leading party members have 
already made clear they will speak 
out against the bid to woo working 
women. 

Labour Minister Norbert 
Bluem has said the party should 
stick to its traditional policy of 
supporting the role of the German 
housewife and not try to outdo the 
opposition as a standard-bearer 
for emancipation. 

The right-wing daily Die Well, _ 
staunch supporter of Mr. KohL 
also railed against the leadership’s 
proposals Tuesday, saying extra 
expenditure on maternity pay- 
ments would undermine the gov- 
ernment’s tight fiscal policies and 
could threaten recovery. 


2 more blacks die in 


QUEBEC (AP) — U.S. Defence 
Secretary Caspar Weinberger said 
Monday the United Slates and 
Canada may develop a joint def- 
ence against Soviet cruise missiles 
that could entail placing non- 
nuclear missiles in Canada, as well 
as in the United States or at sea. 

In an interview on Canadian 
Television (CTV) during Pre- 
sident Ronald Reagan's visit to 
Quebec, the U.S. defence chief 
was asked if he expected the Uni- 
ted States to request a more active 
Canadian defence against cruise 
missiles. 


"WelL I think we both would 
want to have the most effective 
defence possible.” Mr. Wei- 
nberger said, “and I think Canada 
has defences of her own air space 
now. 

“ But the two — in this kind of 
world, the geography being what it 
is — almost would have to work 
together, and we have. And as we 
develop better means of defences 
against cruise missiles, both air 
launched, and ground launched, 
submarine launched, obviously we 
would want to apply that." 


Asked if such a defence might 
involve putting launchers in Can- 
ada. Mr. Weinberger said they 
would be put in the most effective 
places. 

"Some might be here (in Can- 
ada). some might be in the United 
States, some might be at sea." Mr. 
Weinberger said. “ It just depends 
on where is the most effective tec- 
hnical place for them to be put." 


South African violence 


PORT ELIZABETH (R) — Two 
blacks were killed Tuesday when 
police fired birdshot during ren- 
ewed unrest around Port Eli- 
zabeth. police said. 

This brought the death toll in 
five days of violence in black tow- 
nships around South Africa to 
nine. 

Most of the unrest has taken 
place in townships near Port Eli- 
zabeth, where blacks staged a 
three-day strike in protest at rising 
prices. 

A spokesman said police ope- 
ned fire when a crowd of about 
500 began stoning them in Kwa- 
zekeie township. Two men were 
killed and seven arrested, he said. 

Well over 200 people have died 
in unrest during the pasL year in 
protests over the plight of blacks 
in the white-ruled republic. 

The central business sector of 
Port Elizabeth was paralysed and 
virtually deserted Monday on the 
final day of the three-day strike, 
called by a black civic organisation 
to highlight economic hardships in 
black communities. 

Police said they repeatedly fired 
birdshot and arrested scores of 
demonstrators after several days 
of arson and rampaging in the 
Cape province, where residents 
have been angered by an increase 
in bus fares. 

Blacks have been particularly 
affected by an economic rec- 
ession, brought on largely by fal- 
ling gold prices, that was reflected 
in an inflation-fighting budget 


presented to parliament Monday. 

Higher bus fares have hit blacks 
hard as labourers, living in tow- 
nships located outside cities res- 
erved for the country’s affluent 
whites, spend a large portion of 
their relatively low wages on tra- 
nsport to work places. 

One victim of the weekend unr- 
est was a 23-month-old boy who 
died of suffocation after a house 
was sealed by arsonists. 

A youth, one of the four people 
who died Monday, was hit by pol- 
ice fire after a group of protesters 
attacked police vehicles with pet- 
rol bombs. 

South African Foreign Affairs 
Minister Roelof 'Pik' Botha and 
black Anglican Bishop Desmond 
Tutu have clashed over racial pol- 
icy in their first public debate. 

Mr. Botha, representing the 
minority white-ruled South Afr- 
ican government, and Tutu, a 
Nobel Peace Prize-winning opp- 
onent of apartheid, appeared 
Monday on a U.S. television pro- 
gramme broadcast from Joh- 
annesburg. 

Mr. Botha, interviewed from 
Cape Town, said his government 
was committed to gradual change 
in a controlled fashion towards 
political reforms for the majority 
black population. 

Tutu, in Johannesburg, said the 
government h3d stopped dis- 
astrously short in its recent effort 
at reforms and called apartheid 
"so ghastly and vicious that it has 
to change”. 


India steps up hunt for 
missing Soviet diplomat 


NEW DELHI (R) — Police Tue- 
sday intensified their search for a 
Soviet diplomat amid growing 
speculation that he may have def- 
ected when he vanished during an 
early morning stroll. 

A Soviet embassy spokesman 
told Reuters that Igor Gheja, 37. a 
third secretary, went for his usual 
morning walk on Sunday in Lodhi 
Gardens, a well known park. He 
has not been seen since. Gheja’s 
Soviet-built car was found near 
the park. 

The spokesman said he would 
not comment on local press rep- 
orts saying Gheja may have def- 
ected. 

Newspapers also reported that 
police Monday night raided the 
offices of Afghan, Iranian and 
Palestinian refugee and exiled pol- 
itical groups in the Indian capital 
in the hum for Gheja. 

The Hindustan Times new- 
spaper quoted what it called hig- 
hly reliable sources as saying 
Gheja had “in all probability def- 
ected to the mission of a leading 
Western power". It did not ela- 
borate. The National Herald new- 
spaper said diplomats had not 
ruled out the possibility that 
Gheja had defected. 

A Delhi police spokesman told 
Reuters that the hunt for the dip- 
lomat had been intensified with 
checks at railway and bus stations 
and on airport passenger lists. 

"There is no further news of 
Gheja's whereabouts,” the police 
officer said. 


The Soviet embassy spokesman 
said Gheja. whose name does not 
appear in the current diplomatic 
list, had been in Delhi for five 
years and was promoted to dip- 
lomatic status last year. 

He worked in the embassy’s 
information department and was 
due to leave Delhi soon, the spo- 
kesman added. 


The Press Trust of India (PTI) 
news agency said police Monday 
raided the offices of the Islamic 
Movement for Afghan Res- 
istance. an umbrella organisation 
formed in Delhi by Afghan ref- 
ugees opposed to the Soviet- 
backed Kabul government. 

They also searched the offices 
of Palestinian and Iranian refugee 
groups in the capital it said. 

Police said Monday that Gheja, 
married and with a 10-year-old 
daughter, was reported to be suf- 
fering from hepatitis. Hospitals 
and nursing homes had also been 
checked. 


Meanwhile troops were sent in 
Tuesday to quell growing student 
violence in the western Indian city 
of Ahmed abad after four people 
were killed in street battles, PTI 
said. 

The news agency said army 
units were ordered into the 
worst-hit areas of the city after 
violence erupted again early Tue- 
sday over the state government’s 
policy of reserving university pla- 
ces and jobs for underprivileged 
groups. 


Ershad wants 50 per cent ‘yes’ vote from Bangladesh 


DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh's 
military President Hossain Moh- 
ammad Ershad said Tuesday he 
had achieved more in his three 
years in power than opposition 
politicians would have done in a 
century. 

In an exclusive interview with 
Reuters. Gen. Ershad defended 
his decision to put most opposition 
political leaders under house arr- 
est before Thursday’s national 
referendum as a way of avoiding 
violence at the polls. 

"This is my referendum, not 
theirs.” he said. 

He predicted a 60 percent voter 
turnout in the referendum on his 
policies and said he would regard a 
50 per cent “yes” vote as a man- 
date to continue governing the 
country. 

Thv political leaders under 
house arrest include the two main 
opposition figures. Begum Kha- 
leda Zia and Sheikh Hasina 
Wazed. They have called for a 
general strike on Thursday to pro- 
test against the referendum wl lich 
they regard as a ploy to legalise 
Gen. Ershad 1 s martial law gov- 
ernmenL 

“In the three years I have been 
in power we have achieved more 
than the politicaians achieved in 
the 11 years since our 1971 ind- 
ependence." Gen. Ershad said. 
“What we have done would have 


taken [he politicians 100 years." 

"Some of these so-called pol- 
itical panics would not win one 
single seat in 200 years of ele- 
ctions.” added Gen. Ershad. a 
55-year-old lieutenant-general 
who seized power in a coup on 
March 24. 1982. 

He was in a reflective mood as 
he sat in a safari suit in the res- 
idence of the army chief of staff, 
one of the posts he holds. The 
room was dominated by a sombre 
painting of soldiers forcing their 
way through barbed wire at dawn. 

Gen. Ershad said that during a 
nationwide pre-poll tour, he had 
found overwhelming support for 
his referendum question which 
reads: " Do you support the pol- 
icies of President Ershad and do 
you want him to continue to run 
this administration undl a civilian 
government is formed through 
elections.” 

His years in power have been 
marked by a cat-and-mouse game 
between him and traditional pol- 
iticians about returning the cou- 
ntry to democracy and ending 
maria] law. 

He has postponed par- 
liamentary elections four times, 
on each occasion blaming plans by 
politicians to boycott the polk 
because they did not think they 
would be fair. 

“We have tried to meet their 


every demand but each time they 
want something more." Gen. Ers- 
had said. "So now we will let the 
people decide in the referendum 
and I will bow to their will.” 

He did not reveal his plans if 
there was a "no” vote. 

Gen. Ershad indicated the ref- 
erendum marked a turning point 
in Bangladesh's political dev- 
elopment and was a sign of imp- 
atience at the failure of traditional 
political parties to join him in tun- 
ning the nation. 

He recalled telephoning pol- 
itical leaders in the past to discuss 
how to return the nation to dem- 


ocracy. 

“They would say put it in wrir 
ting. But when we asked where to 
send a letter they did not even 
have an address. That is the 
strength of the politicians at this 
time in Bangladesh." 

With two days left before the 50 
million electorate votes, there are 
few signs of tension in the capital 
Dhaka and travellers report the 
same from the countryside. 

Three small bombs exploded in 
the capital on Sunday night and 
the capital is under midnight to 5 
ajn. curfew with all schools and 
universities shut. But during the 
day life appears normal and troops 
are most noticeable by their abs- 
ence. 

Government officials say about 


100 people have been arrested 
ahead of the referendum. Opp- 
osition politicians say the figure is 
considerably higher but less than 
one thousand. 

Gen. Ershad spoke proudly of 
his achievements since taking 
power at a time when he said Ban- 
gladesh was mired in corruption 
and law and order had broken 
down under the civilian gov- 
ernment 

Latest figures from Ban-’ 
gladesh’s Central Bank show the 
country’s foreign reserves stand at 
$450 million, double the figure 
when Gen. Ershad took over. 

. . "Bangladesh is now a viable : 
nation with a future _ ahead of it. 

We are no longer a basket case” 
he said. 

The days of just struggling to 
feed our people are over. We now 
want to industrialise. We want to 
do things like win an Olympic gold 
medal so people know where we 
are." he said. “Until now we could 
not afford those thoughts." 

In a speech to government emp- 
loyees Tuesday. Gen. Ershad said 
he remained committed to holding 
parliamentary elections and his ■ 
door was always open to pol- 
iticians to discuss the issue. 

“Military rule and a referendum 
are just temporary measures to 
ensure peace, order and stability,” 
he said. “I believe elections are intervene. 



Hossain Mohammad Ershad 


the only way to restore a stable 
democratic government.” 
Journalists in Bangladesh have 
xnged the., nxttftazy, authorities to 
Eft restrictions on iftfe press imp- 
osed ahead^.of Thursday’s ref- 
erendum. 

Leaders o&fe&fiaKa Union of 
Journalists skid at a rally Monday 
the curbs onihe-freedom of press 
would deny people a fair jud- 
gment at the poils. 

“Restrictions of this kind mean 
ihat you wantonly ‘yes’ votes and 
do not give scope to the opposite,” 
a union leader said. . 

Similar protest rallies were held 
in the southern . port city of Chi- 
ttagong, according to a union ann- 
ounce menL '- 

Police surrounded the Dhaka 
and Chittagong Press Club area 
where rallies were held but did. not 



Prince Talal 

receives award 


said in a news release .The prize is 
awarded by the independent 
Paris-based Personality of the 
Year Organisation, AGFUND 
Spokesman Ezzeldin Shawkat 
told the Associated Press. Other 
recipients since the award's fou- 
nding in 1970 have included Ita- 
lian President Sandro Pertini, 
King Juan Carlos of Spain and 
former Indian Prime Minister Ind- 
ira Gandhi Shawkat said. 


Police seize cocaine 
sewn into bras 


Diplomats in India 
smuggle drugs, gold 


NEW DELHI (R) — At least 12 
members of the foreign diplomatic 
community in India have been 
involved in smuggling heroin, gold 
and video machines over the last 
two years, the Indian government 
S3id Tuesday. Minister of State for 
Finance Janardhana Poojary told 
parliament that in the biggest rec- 
ent case of smuggling by diplomats 
or their wives, police seized five 
million rupees (5415.000) worth 
of gold bars from a Somali dip- 
lomat earlier this year. Three peo- 
ple attached to the French emb- 
assy and two linked with the Ira- 
nian embassy were involved in 
other cases during 1983 and 1984, 
Mr. Poojary said. 


Robbers strike while 


driver of armed van 
relieves himself 


BUENOS AJRES (R) — Armed 
men have robbed a security van of 
half-a-raillion dollars when the 
driver stopped to relieve himself, 
the semi-official Telam News 
Agency said. It said the robbers 
raided the van at a rural cro- 
ssroads about 370 kilometres 
north of Buenos Aires, holding up 
the driver and three colleag’jes 
before escaping. 


Man gets new nose 
from pig’s ear 


PEKING (R) — Doctors used car- 
tilage from a pig’s ear to rebuild 
the nose of a Chinese farmer bit- 
ten off by a rat 25 years ago. the 
China Daily said Tuesday. The 

r l P ° rT i. Said that now ’ 10 months 
arter_ the operation at a military 
hospital in Jinan, eastern China, 
the man was able to breathe nor- 
mally and had a sense of smell. 


Jim Brown to be 
charged with rape 


LOS ANGELES (R) _ 

S3T2- the former American I 
j i ? ar i urn ed actor whose fi 

StS V he H Din y Doze ° 

Station Zebra, is to be char 
wrth rape, sexual battery and; 

2? un officiaI has s 
* WOma " fri< 

Feb. 

ZTn' ed 3 

them. Deputy District Attor 
JP^^tor) Sandra Buttitta « 

tetSSS. wouldbebrouehta 


Iranians say uniform 
too revealing 


TSUKUBA. 
officials hav, 
tosses at fr 
Expo-85 Sci 
their mini-di 
revealing. e 
said Tuesd; 
space-age w 
dress with si] 
hat. broke ; 
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GENEVA, Switzerland (AP) — 
Prince Talal Ibn Abdul Aziz of 
Saudi Arabia received an int- 
ernational award Monday for his 
efforts as head of an Arab state 
consortium that helps finance 
U.N. relief projects. Prince Talal, 
president of the Arab Gulf Pro- 
gramme for United Nations Dev- 
elopment Organisation (AGF- 
UND), was named 1984 “Per- 
sonality of the Year” Award at a 
Geneva ceremony. ^AGFyND yj, 


BRUSSELS (R) — Belgian Police ^ 
have seized 12 kilogrammes of 
cocaine with a street value of 
about 100 million francs ($1 .5 mil-, 
lion) sewn into the linings of bras 
and corsets in a left-luggage locker 
at a Brussels station. Police said 
the drugs were found when off- 
icials opened the locker after its 
contents were unclaimed after two 
days. 




A 







